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CAIRO (R)— Egypt, its mvlcctt starved of dofian by the Gdf crisis, wJH 
baut traders xn die Port S aid free trade zone from m tbc U.S. 

currency for ope month be ginning Monday, the nataooai news agency 
MENA said Friday. MENA said an transaction as of Dec. 10 would have 
to go t hn xi g h the o ffici a l banking system, whose rate is sez daily by the 
saie^CMtralled foreign exchange market committee. The state rate was 
quoted Friday az 2JS6 pounds to the dollar compared with a market rale of 
around 3.15 pounds: MENA said the pound had fallen to as low as 3.25 
pounds to the dollar on the market from around 2.85 before Iraq’s Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. Port Said’s 16 legally-operating foreign exchange 
offices had b een asked to deposit their dotfars with hawip* and display a 
sign saying: “For tbe sake of Egypt, dealing us dollars has been stopped,** 
said tbe afternoon newspaper AI Mesa. MENA quoted Pen Said's 
Governor Sami Khodrir as saying die ban followed a severe shortage of 
dollars in the country. He said the ban would be reconsidered when it 
expires on Jan. 10, but that new, unspecified controls might be placed on 
dealers. 



Moscow sends envoy to Jordan 

MOSCOW (R) — Tbe Soviet Union Friday welcomed Iraq's decision to 
free all foreigners, and said it hoped this rmwk*A a step towards a peaceful 
resolution of the Gulf crisis. Foreign Ministry spokesman Vitaly Churkin 
also said the Soviet Union was an envoy to Jordan for talks on the 

crisis. “The decision taken by Baghdad helps to solve one of the most 
serious problems that has been raised because of the Gulf conflict,'' 
Churkin told a news briefing. “We hope tbe next steps by the Iraqi 
authorities will be taken towards a peaceful resolution of tbe conflict 
according to United Nations resolutions." durian said envoy Boris 
Pyadysbev, editor of tbe magazine Mezbdimarodnaya 7him ( Internation- 
al Life), was Leaving Friday for talks with Jordanian officials. “Pyadysbev 
intends to exchange ideas with Jordanian leaders about key aspects of the 
Gulf crisis," be said. He also said 243 Soviet citizens returned borne from 
Iraq on Friday. About 3,000 Soviet exp en s are working under contract in 
Iraq out of the 9,000 who were there before the invasion of Kuwait on 
Aug. 2. 
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Arafat In Yemen 


SANAA (R) — Palestinian lead- 
er Yassar Arafat, a key player in 
this week's flurry of Arab di- 
plomacy to avert a Gulf war, 
arrived in Yemen Friday, officiate 
said. Arafat, ghaf rman of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), told reporters be 
would follow up on Gulf taih in 


Saddam Hussein, His Majesty 
King Hussein and Yemeni Vice- 
President Ah Salem Al Beedh. 
He gave no further details. 


Anti-vice march 
in Tehran 

NICOSIA (R) — Thousands of 
people have protested in Tehran 
against social vices, days after 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Raisas jani said short-term mar- 
riage was the key to solving sex 
problems. Tbe rally followed 
negative press reaction to Rjafsan- 
jani's appeal at a Friday prayer 
season last week for acceptance 
of te m porary marriage as a means 
to satisfy sexual desire. Short- 
term marriages can last as Snle as 
a few hours or days — Rafsanjani 
mentioned a month. Many Ira- 
nians consider it a cover for pros- 
titution. The I ranian news agency 
ERNA said thousands marched 
on parliament in central Tehran 
Thursday chanting slogans 
agafnrt “bad-hijabs” — women 
who ignore Islamic laws requiring 
them to show no more than their 
face and hands in public. 

French jet crashes, 
pilot killed 

PARIS (R) — A French , *ir force 
pilot with the. multinational Gulf 
force died when his Mirage F1CR 
reconnaissance jetcrashed dtfifng 
a low-altitude tr a ining flight in 
so u thern Saudi Arabia Friday, 
the Defence Ministry said The 
ministry said an investigation had 
began. The pilot was the second 
French serviceman killed in Saudi 
Arabia since forces were sent 
after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. A soldier died in a car 
accident last month. 


Thatchers honoured 


LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth Friday awarded Margaret 
Thatcher one of Britain's highest 
honours but the former prime 
minister, saying she had done 
“pretty well out of being Mrs. 
Thatcher,” made clear sbe did 


not want to be called “lady.” 
Thatcher, who stepped down last 
month after a revolt in her Con- 
servative Party, was elevated to 
the Order of Merit, an exclusive 
circle of just 24 members that 
once included her political hero. 


jme leader Winston Chur- 
dnlL Her husband Denis, a weal- 
thy businessman with a Bang for 
gin and a passion for golf, was 
given a baronetcy and the title 
“Sir Denis” by the Queen thus 
making his wife “Lady Tha- 
tacher.” But Thatcher, a great 
advocate of the meritocracy, said 
she would not use the title and 
would like to continue to be 


called by her married name. 


Iraq recalls farmers 
to armed forces 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi far- 
mers, temporarily exempted from 
reserve military service, were 
ordered Friday to rejoin their 
units next week. A Defence 

Ministry statement read on Bagh- 
dad Radio said farmers exempted 
in September to plant crops most 
report to conscription centres 
*om Dec. 15-17. 

m 

IEA suggests 
dialogue with OPEC 


TAORMINA, Sicily (R) — The 
International Energy Agency 
(IEA) will review proposals to 
open a dialogue with OPEC once 
the Gulf crisis ends, IEA Execu- 
tive Director Helga Steeg said 
Friday. “The policies and posi- 
tion some of die OPEC countries 
have taken, such as Saudi Arabia 
and Venezuela for instance, may 
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give hope for a relaxed i 
tiie f u t ur e,” Steeg told Reuters in 
an interview. “But let us review 
die si t ua ti on after the Gulf crisis 
is over and see whether there is a 


meeting of tiie minds — hot not 
in terms of regulating, interven- 
ing in the *wartr«t and setting 

prices,” she said. 


Massive curfew on 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel confined 
more than a million Pal e stinia n s 
to their homes in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip Friday 
as they prepared to celebrate the 
stan of the fourth year of their 
uprising. 

Palestinian activists, shot and 
wounded the Israeli-appointed 
deputy mayor of die West Bank 
town of Al Bireh, military 
sources and residents said. 

Palestinians said two men en- 
tered Zalci Al Nabas* shop and 
shot him in tbe belly and shoulder 
before fleeing. The deputy mayor 
was taken to an Israeli' hospital 
under armed guard. 

The army clamped curfews on 
towns and refugee camps 
throughout the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to stem demonstra- 
tions ahead of tbe third 
anniversary of tbe uprising Dec. 
9. 

Thousands of soldiers poured 
into the occupied . territories, 
blocking roads and checking ali 
vehicles. They turned back visi- 
tors and journalists who tried to 


enter. 

“We are making preparations 
based on what we know from 
years past and existing warnings 
ahead of the 9th of December — 
three years of the intifada," the 
military commander of the 
Ramallah area of the West Bank 
told army radio Thursday. 

In the Gaza Strip, the army 
imposed a curfew on Gaza City 
and Khan Yimisxown along with 
five of the eight refugee camps. 

It also ordered half a million 
Palestinians in the West Bank to 
stay borne. Some towns were 
made closed military areas. 

In Ramallah, Palestinians anti- 
cipating a curfew crowded mar- 
kets and stores. Soldiers used 
tear-gas and rubber bullets to 
dispose dozens of youths who 
tried to organise a march in the 
town centre, witnesses said. 

In some remote villages, 
masked activists in the uprising's 
strike forces held para-military 
parades. 

Security sources said the army 
would gradually extend the cur- 
fews to envelop the entire occu- 


pied territories by Sunday. 

Leaders of the three- year-old 
uprising called on the 1 .75 million 
Palestinians in tbe occupied terri- 
tories to close their businesses 
and stay away from work on 
Sa t u r day and Sunday to mark the 
uprising. 

Uprising activists have deman- 
ded the resignation of Arab 
mayors and council members 
appointed by Israel. 

Tbe U.N. Security-Council was 
Friday debating a resolution cri- 
tical of Israel's treatment of 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories, but continued negotiations 
on the text could cause a further 
delay. 

The bargaining was mainly be- 
tween the United States and 
Malaysia, acting on behalf of four 
non-aligned countries that have 
sub mined a resolution. 

The latest version of the draft, 
which mentions an international 
peace conference, was submitted 
to Washington for consideration 
on Thursday and is supported by 

(Continued on page S) 


No big power accord on 
Mideast conference — Paris 


PARIS (Agencies) — Tbe five 
permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council still 
do not agree on a proposal to 
hold an international conference 
on the Middle East, the French 
Foreign Ministry said Friday. 

“At this stage there is no agree- 
ment by the five on a draft 
resolution presented by non- 
aligned nations,” ministry 
spokesman Daniel Bernard told 
reporters. 

He was refer rin g to a council 
resolution critical of Israeli treat- 
ment of Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories which is spon- 
sored by four non-aligned na- 
tions, Colombia, Cuba, Malaysia 
and Yemen. 

Western diplomats in Paris said 
one of tbe problems for tbe five 

— the United States, tbe Soviet 
Union, China, France and Britain 

— in reaching agreement on the 
proposal was an apparent split in 
the U.S. administration on the 
issue. They gave no details. 

Diplomats at the U.N. have 
said the possibility of including 
mention of a Middle East peace 


conference in the draft resolution 
arose during talks Wednesday be- 
tween U.N. representatives of 
the United States and Malaysia. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Raker' on Thursday denied re- 
ports that the United States was 
supporting a U.N. resolution call- 
ing such a confe re n ce. 

“We are not now recommend- 
ing that an international confer- 
ence on the Arab-Xsraeli conflict 
be held, nor are we supporting a 
resolution in tbe Security Council 
that would seek to convene such a 
conference,” Baker told the 
House of Representative Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

But his remarks left unclear 
what the United States would do 
on a resolution under discussion 
in the council on Israel's treat- 
ment of Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories. 

One paragraph in the draft 
under consideration by Washing- 
ton leaves tbe date and structure 
of such a conference deliberately 
vague but raised speculation ab- 
out a switch in a U.S. policy since 
it had not been previously in- 


ducted in a council resolution. 

It refers to the c on ve ning of an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East “at an 
ap propriate time,” and “properly 
structured.” 

But Baker, in his testimony, 
said there was no change in U.S. 
policy. 

“We have taken the position 
for a long time that an interna- 
tional con fe r e nce properly struc- 
tured at an appropriate time 
might be useful,” he said. 

Baker said foe United States 
had consistently refused to link 
the Gulf crisis to the Arab-Israeli 
dispute. 

The crisis meant “this is cer- 
tainly not an appropriate time for 
an international conference,” he 
said. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
via ting Chile, also rejected any 
linkage between the Israeli- 
Palestiman conflict and the Gulf. 

“The question is the aggression 
against Kuwait,” be said. “There 
is no linkage to the West Bank 
(issue).” 


Baker, Shevardnadze to meet 
on Gulf, arms control, summit 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze resume 
Eallra on the Gulf crisis next week 
and will also to set a date for 
the next superpower summit. 

Tbe two ministers, who have 
developed a dose working rela- 
tionship in the post-cold war 
world of diplomacy, arrive Sun- 
day in Baker’s home town of 
Houston, which suffered when oil 

prices fell but is now enjoying an 

economic re s u rgence. 

They are expected to confer 
separately with advisers that day, 
then bold formal talks on Mon- 
day and Tuesday. They fly to 
Washington on Wednesday, 
when Shevardnadze is to meet 
President George Bush at the 
White House. 

The consuming issue of Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait and 

Baker’s impending trip to Bagh- 
dad for direct talks with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein are 
expected to be hi gh on tbe Hous- 
ton agenda. 

The Baker-Shevardnadze col- 
laboration has been critical to the 
united international response to 
the crisis, demanding Iraq with- 
draw its troops and threatening 
forc e if it does not comply. 

The two last saw each other in 
New York Nov. 29 when the 
U.N. -Security Council set a Janu- 
ary 15 deadline for Iraq's with- 
drawal. 



Tbe two ministers will also try 
to make enough progress on a 
treaty U.S. and So vies 

strategic nuclear weapons so they 
can set a summit date for its 
signing, U.S. and Soviet officials 
said. 

The two sides bad been discus- 
smg an early January date. But a 
U.S. official told Reuters the end 
of January or early February was 
more realistic because of the 
work left to do. 

Analysts believe a summit be- 
tween Bush and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev in early to 
mid-January would be undesir- 


able now that the Security Coun- 
cD has established foe Jan. 15 
deadline. 

Still, economic problems and 
political turmoil in tbe Soviet Un- 
ion have made some U.S. offi- 
cials anxious about crying to com- 
plete the arms pact, known as 
START, as quickly as possible 
while the Moscow central govern- 
ment and Gorbachev remain in 
power, U.S. officials and private 
analysts said. 

Another factor driving a treaty 
signing is Congres and the U.S. 
1992 national elections. The Sen- 
ate could be faced with three 

arms pacts to approve in 1991 and 
will need maximum time to com- 
plete the job before running into 
die politically charged election 
campaign. 

In addition to START, tbe 
other two agreements are a 23- 
nation treaty reducing conven- 
tional forces in Europe and a 
bilateral accord slashing chemical 
weapons stocks. 

Baker and Shevardnadze set- 
tled three major STARTssnes in 
New York in September on tbe 
sidelines of the U.N. General 
Assembly. Those issngunvolve 
Soviet Backfire bombe M^y sale 
of strategic arms tike tntrBdent 
Q mHorile to Britain and moder- 
nisation of Soviet heavy SSlS 
missiles. 

The Backfire, which Moscow 
argned was not a strategic 

(Confferaed on page 3) 



AL FAISALI RETAINS TITLE: Amman Hussein Sports City in Amman. Photo shows Al 

Club AJ Faisali Friday reamed the national Fateafi attacker Khaliri A wad breaking through 

Premier Division title after bearing Al Hussein AJ Hussein defences (see page 7). 

Clab of Irbid in the final game played at Al 


U.S.: No meeting with Aziz 


until date set for Baker visit 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States said Friday it would 
not agree to set up a meeting 
between President George Bush 
and Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz until Baghdad agreed on a 
date for a meeting between its 
president and Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

Tbe State Department said 
Iraq had proposed Aziz bold talks 
in Washington on Dec. 17 but 
had failed to schedule a return 
visit. 

“We are not going to agree on 
a meeting with President Bosh 
until there is agreement on a date 
for the secretary's meeting," 
Margaret Tutwiler, tbe depart- 
ment spokeswoman, said. 

Tutwiler also said foe United 
States was planning to evacuate 
the staff of its besieged embassy 
in Kuwait City after the sche- 
duled lifting of travel curbs on 
U.S. citizens trapped in Iraq and 
Kuwait. 


But sbe said this should not be 
interpreted as any wavering of 
U.S. opposition to Iraq's Aug. 2 
seizure of Kuwait. Tbe United 
Stales would expect Iraqi forces 
to safeguard the embassy premis- 
es, which would reopen at a later 
date, Tutwiler added. 

Iraq's parliament Friday 
approved a proposal by President 
Saddam that ali foreign nationals 
held in Iraq and Kuwait be 
allowed to go borne. Most of the 
more than 2,600 foreigners held 
are Britisb and American. 

Tutwiler said the top U.S. di- 
plomat in Baghdad, Charge d* Af- 
faires Jose Wilson, had urged 
Iraq to let Americans already in 
Baghdad go to the airport and fly 
out immediately, dropping nor- 
mal requirements for exit visas 
and other paperwork. 

Alison, who delivered a series 
of requests to the Foreign Minis- 
try in Baghdad Friday, urged Iraq 
“to dispense with exit visa and 


passport formalities, so that peo- 
ple do not encounter needless 
bureaucratic delays," Tutwiler 
said. 

He also urged the ministry to 
expedite the entry into Iraq of 
several extra U.S. staff members 
to help tbe embassy make 
arrangements for Americans to 
leave. And be pressed the Iraqis 
to let diplomats at tbe embassy in 
Kuwait to enter and leave the 
embassy compound freely to help 
with the departures. 

Wilson further told Baghdad 
the United States was prepared to 
once again charter Iraqi planes to 
fly from Kuwait to Baghdad, and 
then to Europe, Beginning Satur- 
day. 

If additional charters are 
needed, or if Iraqi airlines does 
not have sufficient planes readily 
available, be said, the United 
States is re *y to bring in char- 
tered aircraft to take U.S. citizens 
out promptly, Tutwiler said. 


First group of released 
foreigners leave Iraq today 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq’s National Assembly has 
voted overwhelmingly to let all 
foreigners in Iraq and Kuwait 
leave the country, and the first 
were expected to go home Satur- 
day. 

By a show of hands, with only 
15 members voting against, foe 
250-member parliament 
approved a proposal by President 
Saddam Hussein to let more than 
2,600 foreigners go home. 

To cope with increased traffic, 
Iraqi Airways laid on a Jumbo jet 
instaad of a smaller plane for its 
Saturday flight to Amman. 

The foreigners, mostly Britons 
and Americans, had been banned 
for leaving since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait Ang. 2. 

The White House welcomed 
the Iraqi decision. 

“We certainly welcome that. 
We will do everything humanly 
possible to get them out as soon 
as possible,” White House 
spokesman Marlin Firewater said 
in Chile, where President Bush 
was on an official visit. 

Officials in Baghdad said tbe 
first were expected to leave Bagh- 
dad Saturday and all 2,600 Wes- 
terners and Japanese should be 


home by Christmas. 

Bush said at a news conference 
in Santiago Thursday that foe 
decision represented a little 
movement in a volatile crisis. But 
he said only a complete Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait would 
defuse the situation. 

“The release of all hostages 
would be very good thing, but the' 
problem is the aggression a gains t 
Kuwait and (Iraq) must leave 
Kuwait without reservation, with- 
out condition, and the whole 
world is united on this.” Bush 
said. 

Saddam said Thursday the 
foreigners had served their pur- 
pose by giving Iraq time to build 
up its defences. He said the forces 
were now strong enough to repel 
any aggression. 

He urged parliament to lift the 
travel ban on all foreigners “with 
apologies for all harm and for- 
giveness from God Almighty." 

One assembly member deman- 
ded that the 1,200 British and 700 
Americans be excluded from the 
decision “because their govern- 
ments lead foe hostile camp.” 
But the proposal was supported 
by only a dozen members and did 
not come to a vote. 


Another suggested the release 
should be delayed until January 
15, foe deadline set by tbe United 
Nations Security Council last 
week for Iraq to quit Kuwait or 
face war. 

“The departure of the guests 
from Iraq might be an incentive 
for Bush and his allies to attack 
Iraq and realise their strategic 
aim,” said Deputy Rifiaat Ibra- 
him. His suggestion, too, did not 
come to a vote. 

Processing exit visas and bring- 
ing foreigners to Iraq from 
Kuwait, where hundreds are in 
hiding, was expected to take 
days. But diplomats said they 
expected all those who wanted to 
leave to be home by Christmas 
day, Dec. 25. 

Information Minister Latif 
Nassif Al Jassem said Thursday 
the freedom offer included those 
in hiding in Kuwait. “They must 
not be afraid." 

Iraq's ambassador to the Un- 
ited States apologised Friday for 
the detention of foreigners in 
Kuwait and Iraq and said his 
country expected nothing in re- 
turn for their release. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Beirut undergoing facelift 


BEIRUT (R) — Workers re- 
moved a massive barrier on 
Beirut's “green line" battle zone 
Friday in an operation to clean up 
the heart of the reunited dty after 
15 years of civil war. 

“A psychological line was cros- 
sed for the first time since 1975 
with the destruction of the 
Ampere barrier,” said Moham- 
mad Sam male, spokesman for the 
Hariri Foundation which is 
financing the work. 

The Ampere was a huge barri- 
cade of rubble, concrete and strip- 
ping containers built by fighters 
on the 12 -kilometre green fine 

which split the dty. 

“Hite te an dean up. It 

will indude all roads linking east 


and west Beirut. Beautifying the 
city as we did in 1984 may be 
discussed later." Sammak told 
Reuters. 

Lebanese-born Saudi bil- 
lionaire Rafiq Hariri paid for 
work to erase Beirut's war scars 
in 1984 by filling in shell holes, 
renovating buildings, reopening 
roads and repairing power lines. 

But the effort was wasted when 
fighting resumed and the green 
line again turned into a wasteland 
of barricades, shell wrecked build- 
ings. overturned cars and buses, 
land mines and rats. 

About 30 tracks and 15 bull- 
dozers malting 1,200 trips daily 
were removing debris between 


the museum crossing and tbe port 
crossing at tbe northern end of 
the green line, Sammak said. 

The clean up began when 
16,000 troops loyal to President 
Elias Hrawi took control of 
Beirut and its suburb Monday 
after militias withdrew in line 
with a plan to end tbe war. 

Military sources said thousands 
of mines and shells had either 

been removed or detonated since 
Monday on the green line. 

Tbe heart of Beirut before the 
civil war started in 197 5, it 

boasted theatres, banks, night 
dubs and open-air cafes which 
built the city’s reputation as a 
financial and pleasure centre. 


Jordan 

welcomes 

Iraqi 

move 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
welcomed the Iraqi move to re- 
lease all foreign nationals held in 
Iraq and Kuwait and expressed 
hope that Baghdad’s gesture 
would contribute to developing a 
meaningful Iraqi- American dia- 
logue. 

In a series of interviews with 
foe Iraqi News Agency (INA), 
Che Associated Press (AFj and 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem and Informa- 
tion Minister Ibrahim Izzeddin 
also said that tbe Iraqi move 
proved Baghdad’s seriousness to- 
wards a negotiated solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

“This step clearly points out 
that Iraq is seeking a sincere 
dialogue and a constructive one 
that aims at achieving compre- 
hensive and total peace in foe 
Middle East region," Qasem was 
quoted as saying by INA. 

“This initiative reaffirms Iraq's 
good inrentions towards the 
world,” he added. 

Izzeddin, in an interview with 
the BBC, said that tbe Iraqi 
decision was a positive step which 
would help prepare the ground 
for a political dialogue between 
Baghdad and Washington. The 
minister also said that the Iraqi 
move was preceded by lengthy 
discussions between foe Baghdad 
leadership and several Arab 
countries. 

■ 

The Iraqi decision was 
announced Thursday, 36 hours 
after IBs Majesty King Hussein 
flew to Baghdad and held a mini- 
summit with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Yemeni Vice- 
President Ali Salem Al Beedh. 

Iraq has accepted an offer for 
talks between Baghdad and 
Washington aimed at averting 
war ahead of a Jan. 15 U.N. 
Security Council deadline for it to 
withdraw from Kuwait or face 
attack by U.S.-led forces in Saudi 
Arabia. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Qasem de- 
scribed the Iraqi step to release 
all foreigners as very construc- 
tive. He also referred to a re- 
ported American request (which 
was disowned late Thursday by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker) for convening an interna- 
tional peace conference on foe 
Middle East. Qasem said tbe 
move reflected a genuine Amer- 
ican concern for achieving com- 
prehensive peace in the Middle 
East. 

Qasem said that if the United 
States backs the conference it has 
come to a realisation that the 
Palestinian problem “is tbe 
embryo of all regional conflicts 
and that peace is indivisible." 

Tbe United States has opposed 
in recent years the concept of a 
wide-ranging international con- 
ference, while foe other perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council — China, France , Britain 
and foe Soviet Union — have 
been favourable. 

“If there is an American initia- 
tive then I think we see a genuine 
(American) concern for a more 
global outlook vis-a-vis tbe region 
and the need for comprehensive 
peace,” Qasem said. 

The minister reiterated Jor- 
dan’s calls for an Arab solution to 
the Gulf crisis saying that it would 
be “strange" if Arabs needed to 
confer through foe United States. 

He also stressed Amman’s be- 
lief that it was time to formulate 
an Arab initiative that would lead 
to dialogue between Iraq and 
other Arab leaders. 

“Now we see foe Americans 

(Continued on page 3) 
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U.S. asks allies to send more 

troops , weapons to Gulf 


BRUSSELS (R) — The United 
States said Friday it had asked its 
NATO allies to send more troops 
and weapons to the Gulf, but 
added it could force Iraqi troops 
out of Kuwait with the forces 
already there or on their way. 

Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
told a news conference he hod not 
made “specific requests to speci- 
fic allies" at a two-day NATO 
meeting which was called to dis- 
cuss a new post-cold war strategy 
hut was overshadowed by the 
Gulf crisis. 

But he confirmed reports that 
he had told NATO membcra 
additional air defence units, artil- 
lery and ground troops would be 
welcome, as well as medical sup- 
plies and transport for U.S. rein- 
forcements. 

"The response was generally 
favourable." Cheney said, adding 
that he had received no specific 
promises. 

"While we are happy to have 
contributions, we are not depen- 
dent on these in terms of getting 
the job done." he said. 


The United States, leading the 
military coalition confronting 
Iraq, has more than 240.000 
troops in the region and plans to 
boost this to 400,000 by Jan. 15 — 
the U.N.-imposed deadline for 
Iraq to quit Kuwait. 

Cheney said be had no plans to 
increase those numbers further. 
He said he hoped any additional 
forces would be self-sustaining 
and integrated within the U.S.- 
dominated command structure in 
the region. 

Britain and France are the only 
U~S. allies to have sent ground 

forces to Saudi Arabia although 
others have contributed ships, 
planes, money or transport. 

There has been repeated critic- 
ism in Washington that European 
allies have not done enough to 
support the military buildup. The 
United States asked for more 
troops from NATO members in 
Se p te m ber. 

Asked when he would like to 
see additional forces sent. 
Cheney replied: 'The sooner the 


better.” 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner told reporters 
be was satisfied with the solidar- 
ity displayed by the alliance over 
the crisis but added: “I can only 
encourage our member nations 
where possible... to increase their 
contributions." 

NATO cannot take collective 
military action outside the terri- 
tory of its 16 member nations, so 
any contributions must be made 
by individual countries. 

The issue of whether NATO's 
role should be expanded outside 

its members' territory is a highly 
controversial one within the 
alliance, and Woerner said be did 
not expect discussion on it until 
the Gulf crisis is resolved. 

The NATO defence ministers, 
in a statement at the end of their 
meeting, said they still hoped the 
crisis could be resolved peaceful- 
ly. 

“The Gulf crisis has demons- 
trated once again the continuing 
risk of aggression.” they said. 


U.S. lawmakers send 
mixed signals over Gulf 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — The 
administration’s Gulf policy has 
received support from influential 
Democrat Stephen Solarz. who 
commented that "sanctions offer 
os little hope” of convincing Iraq 
to withdraw army from Kuwait. 

Solarz, a member of the Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee of the 
House of Representatives, made 
the comment while receiving 
testimony from Secretary of State 
James Baker. The secretary and 
other administration officials 
have suggested that military force 
may be necessary to compel Iraq 
to withdraw its troops from 
Kuwait because economic sanc- 
tions alone may be insufficient to 
achieve the goal. 

Solarz agreed it must be made 
dear that "unless (Iraq) with- 
draws. a war will be inevitable; 
and unless (it) withdraws, (it) and 
(its) military machine will be des- 
troyed.” 

In contrast, so be “'Senate 
Democrats are forcefully arguing 
. in favour of giving the sanctions 
. more time. to. bring pressure on 
Iraq and weaken its army. 

At Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee hearing, Paul Simon 
said there is “overwhelming” evi- 
dence that the sanctions are 
working, and Christopher Dodd 
warned that if the West gives up 
on them before seeing whether 
they can be made to work, it will 
lose useful tool in future conflicts. 

Committee Chairman 
Claiborne Pell said the United 
States needs "a few more 
months" to see if sanctions will 
work. 

During Baker’s Wednesday 
appearance before the same 
panel. Democratic senators chal- 
lenged his assertion that only a 
credible threat of imminent war 
can convince President Saddam 
Hussein to peacefully withdraw 
from the neighbouring country. 

Sen. Paul Sarbanes took issue 
with the position of President 
Bush and Baker that by travelling 
to Baghdad to confer with Sad- 
dam Hussein. Baker will be 
"going the last mile" toward a 
peaceful solution of the Golf cri- 
sis. 

“I beg to disagree with you.” 
Sarbanes said. "The last best 
chance for a peaceful solution, 
the going the last mile, is to 
sustain the sanctions policy for a 
period of time sufficiently long to 
give i: a chance to work. There's 
no expert who has testified, or 
holds the new, that it could work 
within four months — none. 

Sen. Joseph Biden said the 
administration has shifted to a 


new policy “based on the premise 
that the sanctions will not work 
and that an early resort to offen- 
sive action may be necessary." 
The senator reminded the secret- 
ary of his testimony to the foreign 
relations panel in September 
when Baker said: “What we ask 
most of the American people is to 
stand firm, be patient, and re- 
main united.” 

Biden said there is “not one 
shred of evidence” from any 
source that Americans are losing 
their patience. He demanded to 
know which nations in the inter- 
national coalition are wavering. 
Baker declined to identify any 
specific countries, but he insisted 
that those who have committed 
ground troops to the multination- 
al force are prepared to fight 
alongside the United States. 

Baker responded to the sena- 
tor's criticism by pointing out that 
rifrtbe sanctions are to succeed, 
they must do more than hurt Iraq 
econo mi cally. They must hurt 
Saddam so much that be changes 
Bfe behaviour and withdraws 
from Kuwait.” He said after four 
m o uth s of total embargo “ail 
available evidence suggests" that 
the sanctions "have had little if 
any effect on his inclination to 
withdraw." 

Former Assistant Secretary of 
Defence Richard Perte told the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee that he thinks it is 
quite possible that war with Iraq 
is coming — and that U.S. policy 
should be to destroy (Iraq). 

He also warned that an Amer- 
ican defeat in the Gulf, even a 
perceived defeat by inaction, 
wonld “devastate American 
strength and authority” as a new 
world order is being fashioned in 
a post-totalitarian world. 

Pexie warned that if Saddam 
Hussein is allowed to remain in 
power, he could potentially 
“manipulate markets in a mono- 
polistic fashion” and “ascend to 
leadership of the Arab masses’’ 
by compelling the "weak Gulf 
stales to do his bidding." 

Perte also stated that Saddam's 
survival would lead to Iraqi pos- 
session of nuclear weapons and 
eventually “another Arab- Israeli 
war." He warned that the anti- 
Iraq coalition is already begin- 
ning to fray, and said “I do not 
believe that time is on our side.” 

The United States should give 
the economic sanctions against 
Iraq more time to work and use a 
military option as a last resort. 
U.S. religious leaders told the 
Senate panel. 


Top judge 
says no 
prisoners of 
conscience 
in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s top 
judge, responding to reports of 
human rights abuses, defended 
capital punishment Friday and 
said there were no prisoners of 
conscience in Iran. 

“When a merchant of death 
(drug smuggler) who commits 
any crime for profit is punished... 
this b in the cause of human 
rights.” Tehran Radio quoted 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi as 
telling Friday prayer worshippers 
in the Iranian capital. 

Iranian leaders have reacted 
angrily to recent reports by 
Amnesty International and a 
U.N. Human Rights Commission 
envoy charging widespread rights 
violations, including thousands of 
executions. 

Tbe London-based Amnesty 
said Tuesday more than 5.000 j 
people were executed in Iran 
over the past three years, half of 
them political prisoners picked by 
a secret “death commission” in 
1988. 

Iran announced tbe execution 
of some 1.000 people on drug 
charges in 1989 and more than 
300 tins year. Judicial officials 
acknowledged the execution of a 
number of dissidents in 1988 tot 
gave no figures. 

“Not one person b in jail for j 
hb thoughts and opinions, even if i 
be has signed a letter,” Yazdi ! 
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Americans report acute 
medicine shortage in Iraq 
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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Most Iraqi hos- 
pitals are working on an 
“emergency basis" as a result 
of an acute shortage of medi- 
cine. and Iraqi children are tbe 
hardest hit. according to an 
American delegation which 
paid a visit to Baghdad last 
week. 

“A ban on importation of 
medicine for children b an 
unjust embargo.” said Scott 
Kenned v. who flew to Amman 
from Baghdad Thursday after 
a 10-day stay in Iraq, where 
1 the group delivered medicine 
and relief supplies collected by 
from tbe Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation (FOR). 

“We have no qtahas in 
saying to our fellow American 
people that it b perfectly 
appropriate for peace activists 
and those who are co n cerned 
with justice, as a humanitarian 
gesture, to bring supplies for 
the children in Iraq.” Kennedy- 
told, reporters at Amman air- 
port. 

Kennedy was referring to 
the international trade embar- 
go imposed against Iraq fol- 
lowing its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

In theory, food and medi- 
cine are exempt from the ban. 
but difficulties in voled in get- 
ting tbe supplies to Iraq have 
been cited by international re- 
lief officials as one of tbe main 
problems confronting the Ira- 
qb. 


Shelly Douglas, another 
member of the Nyack. New 
York-based FOR. said the Ira- 
qis “are having to dose down 
hospitals because they don’t 
have the personnel and medi- 
cine to treat children." 

“It b really a sad situation,” 
she added. 

Asked whether the delega- 
tion's findings could have been 
the result of stage-managed 
efforts by the Iraqis, Douglas 
said: 

"We have heard and seen 
enough of other experiences 
that we think it b true. It b 
definitely hurting people, 
especially children." 

George Williams corrobo- 
rated it by adding that the 
delegation members had also 
spoken to “several medical 
doctors, not Iraqi nationals but 
of European countries and the 
United States, and they said 
hospitals remained dosed and 
most of them were working on 
emergency basb.” 

‘This .is happening through- 
out he country." Williams 
said. 

• i ; 

“We also spoke to (reli- 
gious) ministers and congrega- 
tions and they all confirmed 
that they have an acme shortage 
of medicine." he added. 

According to Dennis Mar- 
ker. another member of the 
delegation, many children are 
also suffering from malnutri- 
tion. “I saw several cases of 
definite malnutrition." he 
said. 


“We saw many incubators 
which were not working be- 
cause they did not have in- 
cubator lines or their b u rners 
have given out." Marker said. 
'Those which are working 
now cannot be repaired if they 
get damaged since there are no 
spare pans.” 

Iraqi officials have said that 
over 1,400 children had died 
because of shortage of medical 
supplies. 

Douglas said the Fellowship 
Of Reconciliation, which de- 
scribes itself as totally secular 
organisation devoted to the 
cause of peace, will continue 
its efforts wi thin the United 
States and outside to raise 
more awareness of tbe actual 
si tuat ion in Iraq and the huma- 
nitarian needs of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

“There will be further de- 
legations from FOR that will 
be going in (to Iraq),” she 
said. The team which returned 
to Amman Thursday was tbe 
second... FOR, delegation . to 
Iraq. 

Kenpedy said the organisa- 
tion could not really raise 
enough medicine to meet the 
demands of the Iraqb. “It b 
largely symbolic,” he said re- 
ferring to the half a million 
dollar supply of medicine the 
group bad already delivered to 
Iraq. 

“Obviously the answer to 
the problem is a peaceful 
negotiated solution,” Williams 
said. 


Independents gain in Egypt 


“The assertion that there are 
prisoners of conscience in Iran is 
a pure falsehood... but if some- 
one acts against tbe system and 
interests of the country and die 
nation, he will be dealt with." 

The Amnesty rep o r t re fe rred 
to the case of 20 g o v er nme nt 
critics, including several former 
minis ters, who were arrested in 
June after they signed an open 
tetter to President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjam criticising 
absence of freedoms. 

“They remain in prison where 
they are feared to be suffering 
torture and ill-treatment to force 
them to give televised confessions 
of involvement in counter- 
revolutionary activity,” tbe re- 
port said. 

Tbe men, associates of former 
liberal Prime Minister Mebdi 
Bazargan, have not bees 
yet. 


i 


CAIRO (R) — Independent 
candidates made a surprisingly 
strong showing as final results 
began coming in on Friday for 
Egyptian parliamentary elections 
boycotted by the main opposition 
groups. 

Tbe second round of voting on 
Thursday for 261 seats was mar- 
red by scattered violence in which 
five people were killed and at 
least 10 wounded. 

Results of tbe first round on 
Nov. 29 and initial returns from 
the second round showed inde- 
pendents had so far gained 130 of 
die 444 elected sears, compared 
to 213 for the National Democra- 
tic Party f NDP) of President Hos- 
ts Mubarak. 

Tbe left-wing Unionist Prog- 
ressive Party (UPP). the only 
opposition party to gain a place in 
the new parliament, won five. 
Another 88 seats had yet to be 
declared Friday and eight others 


face a third run-off vote within 10 
days. 

The last parliament elected in 
1987 contained an opposition of 
only just over 100. 

Analysts said tbe strong show- 
ing of independents seemed to 
have restored some credibility to 
Mubarak’s cautious democratisa- 
tiOQ moves since be came to 
power in 1981. 

Many of tbe independents are 
passed-over NDP members who 
stood against official party candi- 
dates. 

Tbe results for the 261 seats 
re-contested on Thursday, car- 
ried by Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency, showed independents 
taking 92 seats, the NDP 69 and 
the UPP four. 

The surge of independent 
candidates was made possible by 
a new election law adopted after 
the supreme court declared the 
old one unfairly discriminated 


against them. 

Political analysts said if inde- 
pendents voted as a bloc after 
parliament opens on Dec. 13 they 
coold bold up the substantial 
amount of legislation that needs a 
two-thirds majority under Egyp- 
tian law. 


But NDP 
Yousef Wali, in remarks pub- 
lished Friday in A1 Akhbar news- 
paper, said many independents 
who were not already NDP mem- 
bers had agreed to join his party. 

The strong performance of in- 
dependents nonetheless indicated 
a miscalculation in the NDP’s 
election strategy. 

They added that the mam loser 
may have been the opposition, 
whose boycott seemed to have 
backfired. The New Wafd Party, 
the socialist Labour Party, the 
Liberal Party and the influential 
Muslim Brotherhood refused to 
contest tbe elections . 


Iraq confirms it 
will release all f 

foreign nationals; 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
government of Iraq has officially 
notified the United States it will 
release all foreign nationals held 
in Iraq and Kuwait, Secretary of 
State James Baker told the 
House Foreign Affair s Commit- 
tee Thursday, but be cautioned 
“we do want to see it actually 

happen.” 

Baker announced at the con- 
clusion of his testimony that the 
]jp>qi Mi n i str y of Foreign Affairs 

had officially notified U.S. 
Charge d'affaires Joseph WQson 
of the Iraqi government’s deci- 
sion. 

Earlier in his testimony, before 
he h*d received confirmation of 
die decision. Baker told tbe com- 
mittee, “I think we should ack- 
nowledge that tMa is a welcome 
and significant development, but 
we do want to see it actually 
happen. As far as Americans are 
concerned, we are prepared to 
implement ft immediately." be 
added. (The State Department 
later said ft was making prepara- 
tions to evacuate U.S. citizens 
from Iraq and Kuwait as soon as 
they are permitted to leave). 

“It does not lessen, nor should 
it lessen our determination that 
Iraq’s aggression against Kuwait 
must be reversed by full imple- 
mentation of all of die Security 
Council resolutions,” Baker de- 
clared. 

“I Think That this is a sign that 
our strategy of diplomatic and 
military pressure is working," tbe 
secretary added. "It seems to me 
no coincidence that this 
announcement comes just one 
week — just one week — after 
the international community has 
authorised the use of force.” 

Baker appeared before the 
House committee to outline U.S. 
strategy to reserve tbe Gulf crisis. 

During the secretary’s appear- 
ance before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Dec. 5, 
several senators demanded that 
sanctions be given more time to 
work before military action is 
taken: On Dec. 6, however, some 


“Yon must combine the $. 
plomatic and the m i litary jf 
you’re going to be effective^” tfct 


“that tbe capability is mere aqd J 
the resolve is there to use it, if ** ■ 
want a peaceful solution." 

At several points, Baker reiter, 
ated that “there has been sq 
dr f j prui to use force.” 

President Bush has said that "if 
force becomes necessary — and 
let's hope that we can resolve this 
peacefully — that force win be 
used massively and dedsively i , < 
Rakwr pointed out. “It’s One of 
the Thing s, quite frankly, dial has 
contributed to this debate — tbe 
fact that we have moved so modi 
force to the region because we do 
not want to repeat tbe mistakes 
That were made in Vietnam,” he 
said. 

Baker noted that tbe presided , 
has said he would welcome an 
congressional endorsement of the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil’s action last week in adopting^ 
resolution authorising the use of 
force if necessaryy, but he noted 
that “so far, of course, the con- 
gressional leadership has declined 
to take that approach.” 

Baker emphasised several 
times that “we need to keep in 
mind who and what we’re dealing 
with here.” In the past Saddam 
Hussein has shown that “be will 
starve his people to feed his 
army. He has shown in a very 
costly eight-year war with Iran a 
willingness to take 400,000 dead 
awri a million wounded in a country 
of sixteen nnlfion,” Baker noted. 

On other issues, the secretary: 

— Stressed “this is certainly 
not an appropriate time” for con- 
vening an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East. He said 
there has been no shift in U.S. 
policy on that issue. “We have 
taken the position fora long time 
that an international conference, 
properly structured, at an 
app ro priate time, might be use- 
ful,” he said when questioned 


about news reports about the 
more sym- possibility of U.N. resolution that 
pathetic to aA'niiii uniti'ftn Trrftfa- would call for such a conference, f 
fives. One; Wslljam Broo mfield , £ ' J< We are noftow rec onnn e m fi n g tiur 
noted that tte'adbiiiustintion has intenrafibnal conference on 
taken “a very hard tine” toward the Arab-Israeti conflict be held, 

nor are we supporting a resolu- 
tion in the Security Council that 
would seek to convene such a 
conference,” Baker declared. 
“Precisely because of our consis- 
tent position that we will not link 
the Gulf reikis and the Arab- 
Israeli dispate, this is certainly 
not an appropriate time for an 
international conference,” be ex- 
plained. 


Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's 
invasion of Kuwait last August, 
“and judging from the news this 
morning, ft sounds like yon did 
the right firing.” 

Baker asserted that tbe success 
of sanctions should be measured 
“in terms of whether it will re- 
quire him (Saddam - Hussein) to 
leave Kuwait, not whether it im- 
poses an economic sanctions 
alone will do it. And therefore we 
must have a credible alternative 
in terms of the option of force,” 
he declared. 

But he warned that “at some 
point delay carries a very hi gh 
price for all of ns,” because Iraq 
is going to continue to fortify its 
positions and continue to develop 
its chemical and biological 
weapons capabilities." 

He said the integrated 
approach of political, military, 
and economic measures must be 
maintained “because we're be- 
ginning to see, I firink, some signs 
that it could possibly succeed 
peacefully.” 

In response to some House 
panel members who criticised 
President Bush's Nov. 8 decision 
to nearly double the number of 
American forces deployed in the 
Gulf, he said, “bow «»n you 
credibly threaten the use of force 
if you don’t have the assets in 
place to do file job?” This was 
not a policy change, he said, but 
was a continuation of the policy 
goals and approaches set out at 
the be ginning of the crisis. 


— Told a questioner that ft was 
important that some countries in 
the region have the ability to 
defend themselves, but said he 
was not aware of any sug ge stion 
that the U.S. is seeking to replace 
Israel with Saudi Arabia as 
Washington’s principal ally in the 
region. And on a related issue. 
Baker said future arms control in 
the region — both for weapons of 
mass destruction and for conven- 
tional arms — was an important 
question that merits dose ex- 
amination. “I think we need to 
consider the question of ' prolif- 
eration of conventional arms in 
ths tinder box region. Bnt if we 
are going to do that,” he said, “it 
means that we must do it across 
the board in the region. And our 
strong ally. Israel, will have to be 
a willing partner and participant 
in that exercise,” Baker said. 

— Acknowledged that the 
question of broadening NATO’s 
jurisdiction to out -of- area re- 
sponsibility was a very important 
but complex issue about which 
informal discussions have begun. 
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‘s it VTC to train 14,000 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Labour 
Ministry's Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) has *naA» 
plans for providing 14,000 young 
men and women with training in 
34 different trades in the coming 
year in a bid to help them find 
jobs and reduce the unemploy- 
ment problem in Jordan, accord- 
ing to VTC Director General 
Ahmad Atwan. 

“Special attention is being 
given in the coming year to rural 
.and remote areas where vocation- 
al training centres win be set np 
for men and women in various 
govcmo ra tes,” Atwan said. 

"Two new centres for young 
women and housewives will be 
opened, one at Um Nxrwaara 
near Amman, and the other at 
Ruseifa,” Atwan said in a state- 
ment to dm Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra- 

Atwan said that the VTC 
would, in the coming year, inten- 
sify cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education and Ministry of 
Higher Educa ti on in the field of 
vocational t rainin g, especially as 
g o ve rn ment schools have special 
programmes for handicraft work. 

“As the country is being 
flooded with expatriates in need 
of work the VTC has opened new 
trades during 1990 and has pro- 
vided training to 2,006 men and 
women in the following trades: 
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dressmaking, bakery, hotel man- 
agement, truck driving, home 
economics, artificial flower mak- 
ing, tricot making, ceramics, and 
textile work.” 

“In the 1990 programme, the 
VTC centres offered training to a 
total of 9,856 men and women in 
34 trades, each following diffe- 
rent programmes with different 
durations," Atwan said. 

jtte said that the apprenticeship 
programme was normally short 
and only those who completed 
the secondary education were 
accepted. “There is another prog- 
ramme where those with prepa- 
ratory school education can be 
accepted," Atwan explained. 

During 1990, the VTC opened 
two training centres: one at Ghor 
A1 Safi in southern Jordan and 
the other at the Sahab Industrial 
Gty near Amman. These centres 
offer training in industrial 
businesses, accord in g to Aswan. 

Atwan announced that the 
VTC last month had conducted a 
general survey to determine Jor- 
dan's requirements of skilled 
manpower in all fields and at 
different levels and had found out 
that there was ur ge n t need for 
skilled men and women to work 
in leather tanning, readymade 
clothes, bakeries, hotels and flour 
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Jordanian, Iraqi dentists 


U.N. resolutions 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A joint 
meeting involving the dentists 
associations of Iraq and Jordan 
winch ended recently m Baghdad 
issued a statement reaffirming the 
dentists* common strategy and 
position with regard to the Gulf 
crisis and the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories, and 
calling for joint efforts to deal 
with both challenges. 

The statement was published 
here Thursday following the re- 
turn to Amman of a delegation 
representing the Jordanian De- 
ntists Association (JDA). 

According to the statement, 
the dentists of Iraq , and Jordan 
are cpnjpirtxc^.tpji^>ond to. the 
call of holy war be" involved 

in the baffle of honour in deface 
of the Arab Nation and its holy 
[daces. 

The statement voiced frill sup- 
port for Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's Aug. 12 initiative in 
which be stressed the need for 
resolving all Middle East issues! 
on equitable basis and in imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

The dentists condemned the 
resolutions which were issued by 


the Security Council under the 
influence of the United States 
imposing an economic embargo 
on Iraq and launching aggression 
on the Iraqi people because such 
resolutions, the statement said, 
are bound to consecrate fbe im- 
position of colonial hegemony on 
the Arab World and its resources. 

The statement also voiced foil 
support for the Palestinian people 
involved in the intifada against 
the Israeli occupation and said 
that dentists would do all in their 
power and work with all’ available 
means to provide backing and 

moral and. material, support for 
the Palestinian people and to 
* supp o r t their just struggle. ' 
r /Accordhig to, Jhq. Jtaiement, ! 
;^the dentists' 1 of 'Iraq 'and Jordan 
will back Iraq’s heroic stand at all 
levels to confront American- 
Zionist aggression and wBl sup- 
port the Palestinians in the race of 
Israeli occupation. 

The statement called for the 
implementation of UJJ. Security 
Council resolutions on the Pales- 
tine issue, for an end to Israel's 
atrocities, and a halt to U.S. 
backing of Israel’s expansionist 


Zaben urges Arab pharmacists to { Jordan to start receiving 


unify laws, ensure self- sufficiency 


external aid this week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The executive 
council of the Arab Pharmacists 
Federation (AJPF) has opened a 
four-day meeting in Amman to 
discuss the pharmacrurical indus- 
try in the Arab World and prepa- 
rations for convening the federa- 
tion’s 11th meeting. 

The meetings, which are due to 
end Sunday, arc also scheduled to 
discuss the duty of Arab pharma- 
cists under the p resent difficult 
circumstances and the challenges 
posed to the Arab Nation, 
according to the head of a local 
committee which prepared for 
the meetings, Munther Salamch. 

He said two seminars on the 
Palestinian intifada and the shor- 
tage of medicines in Iraq would 
be held during the coming meet- 


Hc said that one of the main 
issues stressed by the federation's 
cound) was the problem of en- 
suring basic food, like milk, for 
children in Iraq which is facing an 
embargo unprecedented in hu- 
man history. 

Health Minister Mohammad 
Addoub A1 Zaben in his opening 
address urged the participants in 
the meeting to find means of 
providing medicine and 
food for the people of Iraq. 


“The Arab World is con- 
fronted by serious challenges on 
the eastern flank (Iraq) and the 
western flank (occupied Pales- 
tine) and is facing a dangerous 
aggression which should unite the 
Arab people and find means of 
cooperation to achieve that 
goal,” the minister said. 

Zaben also urged the meeting 
to unify legislations governing the 
pharmaceutical industry and to 
ensure self-sufficiency for the 
Arab World in medicines. 

The question of common 
threats posed to the Iraqi and the 
Arab people in general was also 
the theme of an address by 
Tayseer A1 Homsi, president of 
the Jordanian Pharmacists Asso- 
ciation (JPA) which organised 
the meeting in Amman. 

Homsi said that Arab pharma- 
cists had the duty to rally in 
support of the Palestinians who 
are waging their intifada against 
the Israeli occupation, and to 
back the Iraqi people who are 
threatened with aggression. He 
said that JPA was totally commit- 
ted to help die Iraqi people and 
back the Palestinians in tbeir 
steadfastness. 

APF Secretary General 
Hisham AI Thaher echoed the 



same theme and «id that the 
Arab people were now more de- 
termined than ever before to 
confront the conspiracies directed 
against the Arab Nation. 

He attacked tbe United States 
for trying to impose its hegemony 
on the Arab World and for im- 
posing an economic embargo on 
Jordan and Iraq. 

The meetings axe attended by- 
delegates from Iraq, Libya. 
Algeria and Tunisia as weD as 
Jordan. 


Jordan prepares to repatriate 
foreigners coming from Iraq 


t 
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By Jamal Halaby 

Tbe Associated Press 

AMMAN — Jordan, which 
played host to over 800,000 
evacuees from Iraq and Kuwait 
since the Gulf crisis, is now 
gearing up for a possible mas- 
sive influx of foreigners re- 
leased from Iraq, Information 
Minister Ibrahim lzzeddin said 
Friday. 

Izzeddin’s comments came 
oik day after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein announced 
that all foreigners in Iraq since 
toe Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait 
were allowed to leave. The 
exodus could perhaps begin 
Saturday, depending on toe 
is* nance of exit visas. 

Iraqi and Western diplomats 
here said Iraqi Airways could 
intrbduce additional flights to 
Amman to cope with the ex- 
heavy wave of passen- 


Amman . the only destina- 
tion of the Iraqi national car- 
rier after tbe U.N. imposed an 
air blockade against Iraq, has 
been serving as a key transit 
point for almost all evacuees 


from Iraq and Kuwait, whether 
by air or land. 

Hundreds of Westerners, 
mostly peace activists and di- 
plomats, have also flown in 
and out of Baghdad through 
Amman in the past four 
months in addition to toe 
dozens of groups of foreigners 
released off and on by Iraq in 
response to appeals by foreign 
statesmen and peace activists. 

Iraq, which had banned 
thousands of foreigners from 
leaving in a bid to deter attack 
by toe multinational forces in 
toe Gulf, has indicated that its 
preference to fly out those left 
behind would be to have gov- 
ernments fly in airplanes to 
Amman to pick up those arriv- 
ing from Baghdad aboard Iraqi 
Airways. 

. Conneries wishing to send 
special flights to Baghdad to 
pick up their nationals must 
first get clearance from toe 
U.N. Sanctions Committee, 
according to Western and Iraqi 
diplomats here. 

“Jordan is prepared to re- 
ceive all those who wish to 
leave Iraq,” lzzeddin said in an 
interview. “We are prepared 


to receive any number of peo- 
ple.” 

All concerned authorities 
and government departments 
have been alerted to ‘iiadlrtaie 
the travel procedures of fore- 
igners,” the minister said. 

lzzeddin said that airport 
officials “wffl work around the 
dock to provide comfort and 
meet tbe urgent needs of tbe 
foreign arrivals.” 

He said that Jordanian hos- 
pitals “were prepared and well 
equipped to receive emergency 


Tbe minister said those who 
wished to stay in Jordan before 
departing for home, “we have 
enough empty rooms for them 
in our hotels.” 

Enough hotel vacancies 
would have been difficult 
under normal circumstances in 

m 

Jordan, one of the major tour- 
ist* destinations in the Middle 
East prior to the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

“You can be sure that we are 
prepared to meet the needs (of 
tbe evacuees) and we welcome 
them in their second home, 
Jordan,” lzzeddin said. * 


By P.V. Virckgnmd 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan should re- 
ceive about $230 million in untied 
loans from Japan and Germany 
between this week and toe end of 
toe year to help it cope with the 
adverse effects of toe Gulf exists 
and the economic sanctions 
against Iraq, official and diplo- 
mats said Friday. 

Bilateral agreements have been 
signed and toe donor countries 
are awaiting Jordanian instruc- 
tions to allocate the amounts, 
they said. Both toe Japanese and 
German loans arc long-maturity, 
soft- term loans, which, according 
to economists, make it “as good 
as outright grants.” 

In addition, Jordan and Japan 
have launched negotiations over 
two loan packages of $75 million 
each, and the credits would be 
disbursed as soon as final agree- 
ments have been reached, said a 
diplomatic source. While the 
S100 million loan carries an in- 
terest of one per cent and is 
repayable in 30 years with 10 
years grace (toe same term apply 
to tbe German loan), the two new 
Japanese packages will be under 
stricter terms, with an interest 
rate of around four to five per 
cent and shorter maturity, tbe 
diplomat said. 

S in ce toe Japanese and Ger- 
man loans, as well as other bi- 
lateral credits from Italy, Cana- 
da, France and toe Netherlands 
were granted to help offset toe 
losses sustained as a result of toe 
Gulf crisis, toe untied loans could 
be used to settle Jordan’s pay- 
ments retroactive to Aug. 2, the 
day Iraq invaded Kuwait, trigger- 
ing toe crisis. 

Italy is giving S26.S million, 
Canada has allocated S22.8 mil- 
lion, France has granted $20 mil- 
lion, toe Netherlands is offering 
around $18 million and Taiwan 
has given $20 million. Most of toe 
assistance has come over and 
above toe regular economic coop- 
eration programmes between toe 
donors and Jordan. 


EC snags cleared 

Meanwhile, the European 
Commission has cleared snags in 
its budget allocations as assist- 
ance to countries hard hit by the 
Gulf crisis. The European Parlia- 
ment blocked the allocations last 
month saying that toe funds 
should not be taken away from 
other vital European Community 
(EC) projects. A compromise 
was worked out earlier this week, 
EC diplomats said, and the 
Strasbourg-based parliament is 
expected to endorse toe budget 
next week. 

However, toe EC allocations 
— a total of 1.5 billion European 
currency units (about $2 billion) 
of which one third will come from 
the European Commission 
budget and toe rest from toe 12 
member states — will be avail- 
stole to the beneficiaries only in 
the first quarter of 1991. 

Although undetermined yet, 
almost all of Jordan's share of toe 
European Commission budget 
allocation win be in toe form of 
on night grants to help toe King- 
dom's balance of payments and 
imports, according to European 
diplomats. 

Tbe rest of toe EC assistance 
would be disbursed in line with 
bilateral agreement between the 
donors and beneficiaries, and tbe 
European Commission might be 
handling some of these contribu- 
tions. Jordanian and EC officials 
have almost completed the 
groundwork for the possible 
allocations. 

The government has drawn up 
a 1991 budget taking into consid- 
eration “only realistic expecta- 
tions of foreign assistance.” The 
budget is under study by toe 
Financial Committee of the Low- 
er House. 

Jordanian officials have said 
that tbe external assistance would 
be used to help streamline the 
national economy and put it back 
on crack towards recovery under 
programmes worked out domesti- 
cally as well as with tbe Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and toe 


World Bank. 


In toe meantime, a senior 
Jordanian official has said that 
the foreign exchange reserves of 
toe Kingdom were in comfortable 
shape and there are no plans 10 
devalue the Jordanian dinar. 

According to Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor Moham- 
mad Saeed AJ Nabulsi, Jordan’s 
official foreign exchange reserves 
stand at S560 million, down by 
S160 milli on at toe end of July, 
days before the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait 

The total reserves available to 
toe Centra] Bank, including gold 
and tbe Kingdom’s outstanding 
receivables, would amount to SI 
billion and a amount is 

also held by Jordanian commer- 
cial banks, Nabulsi told Jordan 
Television last week. 

Tbe CBJ governor, categorical- 
ly rejecting suggestions that a 
devaluation of the Jordanian di- 
nar was in the offing, also said 
that panic withdrawal by uxfi- 
vidulas from their private 
accounts amid fears of a military 
conflict in tbe Gulf had ebbed. In 
fact, be said, tbe Central Bank’s 
move to allow unlimited, unres- 
tricted withdrawals had helped 
assuage public feaxs. Almost all 
tbe amount so withdrawn since 
Aug. 2 — about JD 120 million in 
local currency and S160 million in 
foreign currency — has been re- 
turned to toe respective deposits. 

Nabulsi confirmed that Jordan 
was planning to issue two types of 
treasury bonds in American dol- 
lars with interest rales equivalent 
to the London interbank offered 
rate (Libor); one eighth of one 


bank rate on one type and one 
quarter of one per cent extra on 
toe other type. He did not pro- 
vide any fi gure s of tbe volume of 
the bonds but said the redemp- 
tion period for first type was two 
years while tbe second could be 
redeemed after five years. 


Meeting on population education, 
development issues recommendations 


Muslims march to commemorate intifada 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Kohl 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hussein Thursday sent a 
cable to Ger man Chancellor Helmut Kohl congratulating him in 
his name and on behalf of Jordan’s people and government on his 
party’s winning in the elections which took place recently in 
united Germany. 

Palestinian cultural week starts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under tbe patronage of His Majesty King 
Hussein the Jordanian-Palestiman. cultural week will be inaugu- 
rated at toe Royal Cultural Centre Saturday. The week, organised 
by toe Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s Department of Culture, includes lees 
tores, exhibitions, symposia, plays and poetry recitals. 

UNHCR delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the Geneva-based 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
arrives in Amman Saturday on a t h r ee -day visit to Jordan. The 
delegation will meet Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masaadeh arid the ministry’s Secretary General 
Sahw^ti Hammad for miw on issues related to evacuees crossing 
into. Jordan from Iraq and Kuwait following Iraq’s Ang. 2 
takeover of Kuwait and toe emergency plans for any future influx 
of evacuees. 


AMMAN (R) — More than 
2,000 Muslins demonstrated in 
Amman Friday to mark toe third 
anniversary of toe Palestinian up- 
rising in toe Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

The men, some carrying ban- 
ners and copies of toe Koran, 
gathered after Friday prayers to 


chant pro- uprising songs and hail 
more than 742 Palestinians who 
have been killed by Israel during 
the revolt, which enters its fourth 
year Sunday. 

“With our blood and soul we 
will redeem Palestine,” shouted 
toe demonstrators. “No to peace 


conference,” they said. 

Other youths, carrying a mode 
coffin of a Palestinian “martyr,” 
shouted “Yes to weapons,” and 
“Yes, we wfl] die but we will 
uproot (toe Jews) from our 
land.” 

The march was organised by 
tbe Muslim Brotherhood. 


Special committees to run mosques 


AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister Ah Al 
Faqir has adopted a decision 
endorsing tbe formation of spe- 
cial committees to run mosques. 

Tbe committees will be re- 
sponsible for supervising mos- 
ques affairs, strengthening 
fraternal and brotherly relations 
among Muslims, achieving social 
solidarity, and ensuring that 
esse ntial needs of mosques are 


Faqir added that toe commit- 
tees would supervise the collec- 
tion of contributions to mosques 
and disburse them on mainte- 
nance and expansion of mosques. 
They will also undertake field 
surveys aimed at identifying poor 
famili es and channelling aid to 
them in cooperation with toe 
Zakat (alms) committees. 

Director of the Ministry’s 
Preaching and Guidance Depart- 
ment Yefaya Koukash said that 


toe ministry had embarked on a 
number of measures aimed at 
spreading awareness of tbe dan- 
gers of AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome) on toe 
occasion of toe World Day for 
Fi ghting AIDS. 

He said the . ministry was pre- 
paring a special bulletin on pro- 
tection of tbe society from AIDS. 
Tbe paper, he said, would be 
distributed free along with a spe- 
cial magazine issued by the minis- 
try. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
£nd Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) concluded a four-day 
meeting in Amman Thursday and 
issued a set of recommendations, 
considered as the Arab World 
declaration on population activi- 
ties, which would be submitted to 
an international conference on 
population education and de- 
velopment to be organised by 
UNESCO in Paris during 1992. 

Following are major excerpts 
of tbe recommendations issued ax 
tbe end of tbe meeting which was 
attended by delegations from 
Arab states: 

"The participants emphasise 
the need for all Arab countries to 
adopt a defined policy on popula- 
tion, which would be in harmony 
with national development plans, 
taking into consideration the 
basic characteristics of each socie- 
ty and aiming at achieving toe 
goals of population education be- 
cause such education is consi- 
dered as one of the basic compo- 
nents of tbe education system. 
This education is needed in order 
to upgrade the quality of life and 
to meet toe basic needs of toe 
population and help meet the 
socio-economic needs of various 
communities. 

“The participants call on Arab 
countries to enhance toe involve- 
ment of various targe tied groups 
in population education program- 
mes, in not only planning of such 
programmes but also in their 
implementation. 


“The participants call for the 
development of population 
education projects in thq 4gab 
countries and for incorporating 
such projects in other develop- 
ment schemes. 

"The participants appeal to toe 
Arab countries to increase their 
financial allocations, needed to 
finance national population 
education programmes, and to 
involve various ministries, orga- 
nisations and non-governmental 
institutions in tbe implementation 
of population education projects. 

“The participants urge Arab 
states to conduct studies on the 


tional aids, of s u pporting national 
documentation centres which 
gather data and information ab- 
out population and the role of 
population communication 
oels. 

The participants called for 
eouraging cooperation and coor- 
dination among regional and loc- 
al concerned centres, setting up a 
regional training centre for 
documenting and publishing in- 
formation and data related to 
population education. 

Hie conference’s final state- 
ment said that the Arab World 


various 

of societies with the aim of defin- 
ing their behavioural patterns to 
pave tbe ground for providing' 
them with knowledge and drills 
required to help im prove their 
conditions.” 

The parti rip ants called for toe 
incorporation of population 
education concepts in school text- 
books and educational curricula 
at all educational levels for in- 
volving population education 
programmes in vocational train- 
ing in cooperation with trade 
unions and other concerned orga- 


p ro g rammes- “To 


er educational institutions and 
research ce n tres and for involving 
all males and females in such 
programmes. 

Tbe participants stressed toe 
importance of raising toe pro- 
ficiency of instructors and train- 
ers at national and regional 
levels, of using modern t rainin g 
techniques, of preparing educa- 


whiefa tended to impede 
uric and soda] 
rrmfm nf these challenges, 
is ur g ent need to intensify efforts 
to enable tbe Arab society to 
carry out projects that vrould 
ensure a better and secure future 
and a better quality of life for all 
its dozens,” the statement said. 

The participants reviewed 
working papers dealing with 
population programmes in the 
Arab World based on statistics 
and data provided by IS Arab 
countries, a summary of p roj ect! 
being implement e d in the Arab 
region in cooperation with the 
United Nations Fund for Popula- 
tion Activities (UNFPA), and an 
ass e ss m ent of issues common to 
the Arab World and related to 
population and population cosn- 


The 40 participants 
Jordan, Syria, T 


a, Morocco, 
, Lebanon 


and Bahrain. 


First group of foreigners leave Iraq today 


(Cootimied from page 1) 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


exhibitions 


☆ RfMHHna of British archaeological projects in Jordan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

* K i hi bil k mi of ceram i c s: by 
Taber; Trfamle caffigrapfay by 
Deafen and Trade Centre, 

☆ ‘L’orfent des cafes” at the Hfrench Cuhural 


ZaTil; stone taupe by Hind 
Amer MaHus at the Jordan 


— Genian fflm for ddldra entitled “Die Pyramide des Soamcn- 
gsttes** at the Goethe Tfr—mwt* — 4KI0 |me . 

it Ftfcx fw Ffta Festival: sflent fBm entitled “Dr. Mabuseder 
Syeta^Tkapradiictiw 

fattknte — 8.-00 pan. 

AQABA CULTURAL WEEK 

— Exhfb&taratfitled “Goetbe-Forest** at Aqaba Visttoes’ Centre 
(opens 3:30 pan) 

— Extfbftfcu estifled “Afla — ai 
at Aqaba Vttton’ Centre (opens 330 p-m.) 


“I would like to take this 
opportunity to express our regret 
for the discomfort that was 
caused to all oar guests and tbeir 
families ,” the envoy, Mohammad 
Al Mashat, said in a televised 
interview on toe ABC network. 
Hie said he expected them to 
leave in a “very, very short 

time,” possibly in tbe next few 
days. 

"We haven't expected anything 
in return in toe past, nor do «e 
expect anything in return for this 
decision” to free the foreigner*, 
Mashat said. 

He played down a published 
report Uniting die release of the 
foreigners with Iraq’s desire to 
upgrade coating talks with toe 
United Stares info comprehensive 
negotiations on Middle East 


“We were asking for negotia- 
tions before an of these deri- 
sions,” be said. “Wc put every- 
thing on the table. We are ready 
to negotiate everything.” 

The Washington Post, in a 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia-datelmed 
report, Friday quoted Arab di- 


plomats and analysts as saying 
Saddam wanted to turn the com- 
ing talks into negotiations on 
other issues. The United States 
has consistently refused to direct- 
ly link toe Gulf to the Axab- 
Israeli dispute. 

Iran called the Iraqi move a 
positive gesture toe world had 
been waiting for. 

Foreign Minister AK Akbar 
Vdayati said Iran hoped moves 
towards peace would continue 
but repeated Tehran’s position 
that U.S. -led foreign forces 
should leave tbe Gulf. 

"It is a positive gesture that the 
world has been waiting for. It is 
not justified to detain inn occur 
people against their win. We 
hope this kind of gesture towards 
toe cod of toe crisis wifl con- 
tinue,” Velayati said. 

Iran would not join a war 

against Iraq but fully supported 

U.N. resolutions calling on Bagh- 
dad to quit Kuwait, be said. 

“Wc believe tbe security of toe 
region can be maintained by the 

countries of the region. The pre- 
sence of foreign forces is in con- 


tradiction with that “Velayati 
said. 

Britain said Friday it was advis- 
ing its narionab in Knwait to stay 
in hiding until their safety could 
be assured. 

Prime Minister John Major 
said be remained cautious about 
Iraq's decision, while toe Foreign 
Office said it was «^lngn clar- 
ification from Baghdad before 
advising Britons to come out of 
hiding in Kuwait. 

“We are continuing to advise 
people in Kuwait to be cautious 
and to stay where they are for the 
time being,” a Foreign Office 
spokesman said. 

In a BBC radio interview on 
Friday, Major said he was still 
cautious about toe Iraqi move 
and urged Ba g hdad to let them 
retain home without “let or 


He said their release was wel- 
come but Iraq must still comply 
with United Nations resolutions 
calling for it to make an nneem- 
ditional withdrawal from Kuwait or 
risk war. 

can be no co mp r om ise 


from that point of view and the 
(U.N.) security council resolu- 
tions have made that absolutely 
dear," Major told BBC radio. 

“I don’t think the world is 
going to stand by and watch 
Kuwait be invaded and disman- 
tled in toe way it is.” 

Saudi Arabian newspapers 

reacted cap t iously to the Iraqi 
move with several saying it could 
be a bid to undermine the anti- 
Baghdad coalition. 

Tbe daily Al Yonm said the 
initiative “could be a dirty new 
game CO dismantle the interna- 

tioual cohesion over the crisis.” 
AI Bilad welcomed Baghdad’s 
offer and hoped the initiative 
would be one of a series of similar 
positive steps. 

Tokyo welcomes Baghdad’s 
decision, Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter Toshiki Kaifu said. 

Kmfu said in a statement: “If 
tbe report of freeing hostages is 
correct and all foreigners are 
granted an immediate and uncon- 
ditional release, it should be truly 
a joyous occasion and a happy 


Baker, Shevardnadze to meet 


(Continued from page 1) 

weapon, wQl be limited by a side 
letter to the actual treaty, a U.S. 
official said. 

On sales to Britain, toe United 
States may proceed with its spe- 
cial cooperative relationship but 
tbe Soviet Union will state th*r if 
any sale changes tbe strategic 
balance, Moscow can withdraw 
from the treaty, toe U.S. official 
added. 

The United States backed off 
its demand for strict limits on 


testing to restrict modernisation 
of SSI 8s. In return, Moscow 
pledged that any modernised 
SSI 8 would have no increase in 
throw-weight — the amount of 
nuclear firepower it could launch 
— which was a major U.S. con- 
cern, he told Reuters. 

Since September, other issues 
have emerged relating to moni- 
toring toe treaty and data. But 
U.S. officials and other arms 
control experts said they believed 
Rairw and Shevardnadze could 
resolve then in Houston. 




Jordan welcomes 


(Coutomed from page 1) 


have lifted the embargo on dia- 
logue with Iraq. This should be a 
signal for all of us Arabs to see to 
it that an Arab- Arab dialogue 
today should be given more con- 
sideration than before,” Qasem 
said. 

“It would be rather strange not 
to see an Arab- Arab dialogue, 
and in this case between Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia,” toe foreign minis- 
ter said noting that Jordan was 


continuing its efforts to secure 

such a meeting. 

In his comments to the BBC, 
Information Minister lzzeddin 
stressed the importance of hold- 
ing an international peace confer- 
ence to reach a permanent and 
co m prehensive solution to tbe 
Arab-Israeli conflict, saying that 
the new realties which have 
emerged as a result of the Gulf 
crisis and toe great developments 
‘the region is witnessing are now 
directing more attention to the 
Palestine question. 







1 


I ■* f , 




4 


mi mu DfciiMMa i. 





Jordan Times 


An independent Anb poliucai duly pmbiraheri in Enpob by (fee M*n 

EmMWhed 3075 

V-JL/V 1 ! . *■ ■ ■ n L^jU ** V-t*-* 1 - 1 ^ > V-V— Vfj* Vw >T* LfrfJEP- 

Chairman of the Board of Directors; 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director GeneraJ; 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

EditQr-in-Chief; 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.0. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 66717176, 6701414 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


The sky is the limit 


THE decision of Iraq to release all 
nationals js a positive move in the direction of peace in the 
Gulf region. No matter how much hawkish members of the 
U.S.-led coalition against Iraq try to belittle this step. It 
remains in the eyes of the international community a big 
investment by Baghdad in the embryonic peace process in 
the Gulf region. Constituting a cardinal request by the U.N. 
Security Council in its very first resolution on the Kuwaiti 
situation, its fulfillment by Baghdad sends a clear signal that 
Iraq, as always prefers accommodation with the world 
rather than confrontation. Seen against this backdrop the 
move has effectively relegated the war option, which is being 
so religiously pursued by some members of the Bush 
administration, and consolidated the peace option. 

Washington would look irresponsible In the eyes of the 
American people and their representatives in Congress, not 
to mention the international community, if it continued its 
current bellicose rhetoric and war preparation against Iraq 
in the wake of this Iraqi decision, of continuing to 

fan the war fever, Washington is called upon to reciprocate 
this Iraqi signal by word and deed. This way the impending 
talks between the two sides would have a chance to become 
fruitful. 

Ostensibly Iraq has decided to free the foreign nationals 
because there is no longer any need for them. This would 
suggest that either Iraq feds that its military preparedness 


has been completed and therefore there is no longer need for 
a human shield against attacks from its enemies or that it 
views the chances of' a war breaking out in the Gulf as 
remote. 

The timing also suggests that His Majesty King Hussein, 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Yemeni Vice President 
Ali Salem A1 Beedh have a great deal to do with the shaping 
of this decision. Having just concluded a mini-summit with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein Tuesday, there is little 
doubt that the Arab leaders have din-mawri this peace 
overture from Baghdad and counselled in its favour. The 
fact that Saddam Hussein responded so swiftly and boldly to 
the Arab leaders* appeal for magnanimity augments the 
argument often submitted in support of maintaining active 
Arab contacts with Iraq at the highest leveL Isolating 
Baghdad either internationally or regionally can never 
advance the peace process in the Gulf area. If Washington 
enters the projected talks with Baghdad in good faith 
with dean hands there is little doubt that such talks would 
also come to fruitiou. President Bush's men need first and 
foremost to cleanse their hearts and mlndk from blind 
hatred against Iraq and the Arab World. If they do. then the 
sky is the limit on how much the two sides can accomplish in 
Baghdad and Washington. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ral Arabic daily has underlined the need for Washington and 
its allies in the Gulf crisis to issue a declaration announcing openly 
that there is no intention whatsoever for destroying the Iraqi 
military power. The paper saio i~at such a co mmitm ent is needed 
if the Washington- Baghdad talk* are to achieve headway and 
eventual success. The paper also called for linking the solution of 
the Gulf crisis to a solution of the Arab- Israeli conflict, stressing 
that both issues should be dealt with an equal footing in respect of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions and in implementation of the 
will of the world community. The paper said that Israel has 
explicitly displayed its fears about a possible peaceful settlement 
that could ensue from the U.S. -Iraq dialogue, leaving the Iraqi 
military power intact. For this reason, the paper said, we now 
hear voices in Israel like that of David Levy expres si ng concern 
over the outcome of the dialogue and insisting that the United 
States should undertake the task of destroying the Iraqi military 
power as it had allegedly promised to do. The paper said that the 
U.S. administration would do well to disengage itself from any { 
p ro mi ses to commit evil and rather opt for peace and meaningful 
talks with Baghdad for a solution of all Middle Eastern problems 
as called for by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in bis Aug. 12 
peace initiative. 

AI Dustour daily criticised Arab countries involved in the 
American-led anti-Iraq coalition for not following in Washing- 
ton's footsteps and embarking on a dialogue with Iraqi leadership 
to help find a settlement to the Gulf crisis. The paper said that 
America’s allies in the Gulf have been ignored by U.S. adminis- 
tration which went behind their back and openly declared its 
intention of holding a dialogue with Baghdad. For this reason. 
Saudi Arabia, the country which could be the most affected by 
any Gulf conflict, should at least try to find a way of talking with 
Baghdad. Saudi Arabia which is shouldering the cost of the 
multinational force on its soil and a co un try which has all the 
reason to protect Iraq's military power that can sene as a 
stabilising force in the Gulf region, should reciprocate Iraq’s 
overtures for peace and dialogue especially as the Iraqi leadership 
bad been openly declaring that it will never launch aggression on 
Saudi Arabia, said Al Dustour. Riyadh is now called on to take up 
its seat ar the negotiating table and help find a solution that will 
not only prevent destruction of its infrastructure and oil w ealth 
but can also ensure that stability and security in the region will be 
sustained. Saudi Arabia, the paper added, has all the reason to do 
that especially in the light of the fact that the Israeli enemy is the 
only parry that would benefit from the destruction of Iraq and the 
other Arab states. 


Kuwait’s foreign holdings 


business as usual? 


m r 


By Maria Kiehnas 


■t 


Thought much early specula- 
tion about bow the Kuwaiti 
government in exile will admi- 
nister its considerable foreign 
holdings has long since dis- 
appeared from banner head- 
lines, hawk-eyed observers 
into the world’s financial and 
oil markets are noticing the 
be ginning s of a readjustment. 

The Iraqi invasion left the 
State oil company, Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corporation (KPC), is 
a position oomparable to that 
of country subsidiaries of some 
oil multinationals in the 1960s 
or 1970s when they were 

nationalised and lost their 
sources of crude supply. By the 
same token, the Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office (KIO) has to func- 
tion on its cash flow without 
being baled out by the govern- 
ment; rather like a pension 
fund no longer receiving con- 
tributions form its members. 

Like many governments 
worldwide, Kuwait has feuded 
to promote publicly the notion 
that its state enterprises con- 
duct their affairs under the 
same business criteria as any 
other private sector company. 
The managements of some 
European state companies who 
clung to the same concept 
found their illusions shattered 
when, during a part privatisa- 
tion process, stock exchange 
rules required disclosure of un- 
comfortably large chunks of 
previously "confidential" in- 
formation and detailed work- 
ings of accounting procedures. 
No one expects K20 and KPC 
to seek outside equity, but 
KIO and the funds it controls 
own huge slices of major West- 
ern companies. So who owns 
KIO. how it functions and the 
politics of the present 
and future Kuwaiti gov- 
ernments will have a significant 
effect on investor confidence in 
and credit worthiness of those 
Western companies. The 
Kuwait government’s insist- 
ence on “business as usual" 
has increased rather' than 


allayed those conmpanics' 
fears. 

The status of KIO and KPC 

The 1969 Kuwaiti constitution 
says that sovereignty belongs 
to the nation and power is 
divided between the emir, par- 
liament and the executive. 
Under Clause 1 the emir may 
nominate by decree his succes- 
sor and the prime minister, 
who do not need to be the 
same person. Bnt these 
nominations must be approved 
by parliament. Under this con- 
stitution. the emir does not 
have the power to suspend the 
constitution, a facility which 
exists for some rulers, notably 
in nominally democratic coun- 
tries of Latin America. State 
companies cannot be estab- 
lished or administered by emiri 
decree. 

KIO and the Fund for Fu- 
ture Generations were estab- 
lished under a parliamentary 
decree which also stipulated 
that the KIO runs the latter 
fund. By contrast KPC was 
established by what has been 
dubbed an “administrative ex- 
ercise" on the part of the oil 
ministry, not by parliamentary 
decree. When the KPC was set 
up it was financed through 
borrowing from the KIO. mak- 
ing the Ministry of Finance, 
which controls KIO, the effec- 
tive controller of the national 
oil industry. KPC was further 
reorganised after the 19S1 
purchase of U.S. based Santa 
Fe Corporation so that the 
company, meaning a business, 
not the state was the first own- 
er of the former U.S. organisa- 
tion. 

As the ultimate owner of 
these assets is the state Kuwait, 
lawyers now ask what is. and 
what will be. the state and 
government of Kuwait? Today 
that is the internationally rec- 
ognised government in exile. 
But when the Gulf conflict is 
resolved, whether through war 
or diplomacy, if international 


recognition shifts to a new gov- 
ernment , with or without die 
present emir, then that govern- 
ment win be the ultimate arbi- 
ter of the SlOObn or so of the 
state’s foreign assets. And that 
government’s policy could be 
radically different from the 


Many Kuwaiti exiles readily 
admit that their country’s fu- 
ture will be decided by the 
major powers. Promises of a 
post- liberation democracy 

made during the recent Jeddah 
congress seem incompatible 
with an exiled government 
which is not one of national 
unity and within a region which 
may not welecome the de- 
velopment. What is dear is 
that this government needs 
money, to support its nationals 
and its allies. And the s our ce 
of it is its foreign holdings. A 
future government, democratic 
or otherwise, may demand a 
detailed account of bow these 
were conducted. 


Ever since Kuwait first started 
investing overseas, conspiracy 
theories have abounded that its 
rulers had other motives in 
mind. The KIO has been called 
variously a corporate raider, 
short term speculator and 
worse, and has done little to 
help its image by remaining 
silent about its investment 
strategy. Aggressive acquisi- 
tion of 22 per cent of British 
Petroleum and over 14 per cent 
of Germany’s Daimler Benz 
proved an embarrassment all 
round and in Germany promp- 
ted new laws regulating foreign 
investors. When the British 
government obliged KIO to 
reduce its stake in British Pet- 
roleum to 9.9 per cent it su- 
gared the pill by creating KIO 
as a sovereign state rather than 
an investment trust, meaning 
that it was exempt from cor- 
poration tax. KIO is assumed 
to hold the same status now. 


Although the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment says it has enough 
Squid funds to meet its liabili- 
ties at present, this can change 

tithe crisis is prolonged. In any 
case, experience of war in oH 
producing countries has shown 
that Kuwait is unlikely to be 
liberated without at least 
someone sabotaging some oO 
installations. So a free Kuwait 
will have little new income at 
first. But in today’s fragile 
capital markets, which in a 
shooting war will nose-dive,, it 

takes at least several months 
between a small pension fond 
"talcing a decision to shift its 
market position and the money 
actually being transferred. The 
difficulties for something the 
size of KIO to do the same can 
be best illustrated by compar- 
ing die manoeuvrability of a 
supertanker with that of a rac- 
ing yacht. 

Some bankers have specu- 
lated that KIO could sell some 
less prestigious assets while 
others think tbat a quiet, 
across-the-board sale would be 
more appropriate. Freezing 
orders imposed by Western 
governments on these accounts 
immediately after the invasion 
have been modified to allow 
for normal trading. This pros- 
pect has made all companies 
with KIO on their share regis- 
ters very nervous, though none 
admits so publicly. Already 
KIO disposals of holdings in 
small oil exploration com- 
panies have caused those 
shares to plummet in value at a. 
time when they should be out- 
performing the market. Com- 
plicating matters further is 
KIO’s tax status, or lack of It. 

This latter point has already 
been addressed by the KPC 
management, which is seeking 
both a new physical and a tax 
location. KPC thinking is that 
any compromise with, in this 
case, the British government 
over its tax status is only a 
short term solution, while 
management most think of 


long term contingencies. As all 
other foreign state or privately 
owned investment crusts pay 
tax, sooner or later, lawyers 
argue, KIO will have to catch 
op with KPCs Thinking- Such 
an event would decrease KIO’s 
income, making asset liquida- 
tion even more likely, . unless 
the ruling Al -Sabah family 
meets some calls from its per- 
sonal accounts. 

OB profits 

KPCs futur e capital invest- 
ment largely depends on how 
much money the KIO can 
spare, e v e n though the oQ 
company, like most Kuwaiti 
state enterprises, kept the bulk 
of its funds abroad. Its only 
ready income comes from its 
foreign refining and marketing 
subsidiary. Kuwait petroleum 
International (KPI). which 
runs three fefmeries and net- 
works of petrol stations 
throughout Western Europe. 
Like other petrol companies, 
KPI makes its profits on the 
margin between crude and re- 
fitting costs and pump prices 
and curiously has to face the 
same accusations made by 
motorists of companies “profi- 
terering” from the Gulf crisis. 

In reorganising itself abroad 
in a situation where its domes- 
tic oil production subsidiary. 
Kuwait OQ Company (KOC), 
effectively on longer exists, 
KPC has to meet its liabilities 
without domestic oQ income 
acting as a cushion. Some of its 
32-strong tanker fleet can be 
rechartered but their real costs 
are still unc ertain . Crude oil 
supplies for KPT have to be 
bought, principally from a deal 
with Saudi Arabia but also on 
the spot market. There then 
remains the future of its drill- 
ing affiliate. Santa Fe, thought 
to be makmg an operating pro- 
fit now but not one which will 
recoup the enormous costs 
sunk by ETC since its acquisi- 
tion in 1981. Most questions 
are being directed at the forc- 


ing q 0 exploration subsidiary, 
Kufpec, first established fa 
London in 1981 but moved 
back to Kuwait in 1986.’ 

Kufpec has always been a 
tool of foreign policy and fore- 
ign aid, rather like the Knar# 
Fund for Arab Economic D©. 
velopmcnt, not a company re- 
quired to find oil in foreign 
parts for profit. It now holds 
Interests in countries such & 
Sudan, Yemen and Tunisia, 
whose positions on the Gulf 
conflict are regarded as pro- 
Iraqi. As Kuwaiti government 
officials have hinted directly 
and indirectly over the last few 
months that they see no reason 
to s up port those who do not 
sympathise wholly with 
Kuwait, a shedding of Kufpetfs 
oQ exploration concessions b 
expected. This may happen 
slowly, wihtont too much fan- 
fere and may be explained by 
KPC as an allocation of priori- 
ties rather than a political' 
move. But already lots of oS 
companies are queuing up to 
buy. 

Kufpec’s position reflects 
the way go v e mi nuets may bad- 
ly sting themselves when they 
nut state enterprises along 
political lines, even though be- 
cause of their vary nature these 
companies cannot be wholly 
market oriented. Instead of 
using its initial $300m badge 
to find oil where it occurred 
geologically, it was directed to 
look where it was convenient 
politically. If the former 
strategy had been adopted, a 
kind of geographical diversi- 
fication all private sector com- 
panies follow, KPC today 
would have had enough fore- 
ign oO supplies to serve its 
foreign outlets instead of the 
present meagre 30,000 barrels 
a day, in the process saving its 
own funds and those of KIO. It 
is a bitter irony which a future 
Kuwaiti government, with far 
more pressing priorities, may 
well ponder over — Middle 
East International. 
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Is Ozal gambling? 




vile.. 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 


ANKARA — The resignation 
of Turkey’s military chief has 
highlighted growing com- 
plaints that President Turguz 
Ozal’s Gulf policy is bellige- 
rent and his style high-handed. 

Armed forces Chief of Staff 
Necip Tonimtay quit last 
week, saying: “tire principles I 
believe in and my understand- 
ing of the state render it im- 
possible for me to continue my 


Turkish analysts say he was 
protesting at Ozal's advocacy 
of a more active part in the 
U.S. -led coalition rauged 
against Iraq against the advice 
of the military and foreign 
ministry. 

NATO-member Turkey has 
sent 35,000 more troops to join 
65,000 already in the southeast 
area bordering Iraq and has 
enforced U.N. sanctions, cut- 
ting two Iraqi oQ export pipc- 



A U.S. official said 
Washington would press its 
NATO allies for more help in 
the militaiy buildup 
Iraq at a meeting of NATO 
defence ministers in Brussels 


Newspapers said Torumtay 
disagreed with Ozal at a 
national secu ri ty council meet- 
ing on Friday called to discuss 
the U.N. resolution authoris- 
ing force against Iraq if it does 
not leave Kuwait by Jan. 25. 

They said Ozal bad wanted 
to send troops to Saadi Arabia, 
allow use of the U.S. -Turkish 
air base at Incirlik in southern 
Turkey for cross-border opera- 
tions and even open a second 
front against Baghdad in the 
event of war. 

The Turkish leader has pub- 
licly ruled out the second front 
option but told reporters last 
month that while Ankara 
favoured a peaceful solution it 
“would not say no" to war. 

Remarks like these alarm 


opposition parties 
and many ordinary Turks who 
oppose military action against 
Iraq. 

Ozal is basking in Western 
approval for his tough stance 
against Iraq's Saddam 
but his domestic critic 
him of dragging Turkey to- 
wards war at Washington's be- 


Tbe president has talked fre- 
quently by telephone with U.S. 
President George Bush and 
other beads of state since Iraq 
grabbed Kuwait but has hardy 
consulted his own gnvg mmmT 


‘Ozal Ss basking 
In Western 
approval for his 
tough stance 
against Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein 
but his domestic 
critics accuse 
him of draging 
Turkey towards 
war at Washing- 
ton’s behest.’ 

H» defence and foreign minis- 
ters resig ne d in October. 

"Ozal is gambling.” a gov- 
ernment source said of Tur- 
key's unusually high profile in 
the Guff crisis. “Let's hope be 
wins.” 

The outcome in the Gulf 
may decide whether Ozal can 
maintain bis dominance of 
Turkish politics. His control 
over decision-making has 
aroused resentment at a time 
when inflation and labour un- 
rest have increased the govern- 
ment’s unpopularity. 

Id practice be has discarded 
tix conc ep t of a figurehead 
president untainted by party 
politics and last month openly 
called for the 1982 constitution 
to be re w ritten. 

The constitution empowers 
presidents to call parliamen- 
tary elections, summon meet- 
ings of parliament and the 
cabinet, decide to use the 
armed forces and help appoint 
the chief of staff. 


Ozal has exploited these 
powers as never before and 
governs through Prime Minister 
Yildirim Akbulut, a colourless 
former parliament speaker and 
Motherland Party colleague. 

He wants the president to be 
elected by the people, not by 
parliament as now. and has 
suggested chang ing the con- 
stitution ahead of parliamen- 
tary elections due in 1992. 

He has not called for greater 
presidential powers but for 
changes that would let presi- 
dents retain party links, sweep 
away political restrictions and 
put more stress on human 
rights. 

**Ozal*s constitutional 
changes would not alter much 
in the system.” said Mumtaz 
Soysal. a constitutional law 
professor. 

“But formally be is supposed 
to be above party politics.” 

Opposition parties mostly 
agree that the constitution, 
drafted after a 1980 coop en- 
ded a decade of political vio- 
lence. is due for overhaul, but 
not on how it should be done. 

The rightwing True Path 
Party of former Pr emi er Suley- 
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BRUSSELS — The European 
Community, its old certainties 
shattered by the end of the cold 
war. is scrambling to give itself a 
foreign affairs and security role. 

The changes have been swift 
and enormous: 

...One former “enemy”. East 
Germany, has been shoeborned 
into the EC as part of reunited 
Germany — the ECs biggest 
member. 

...Other Eastern European re- 
formers are lining up to join the 
co mmuni ty, demanding aid in the 


left. led by the Social 
Democrat Populist Party of 
Erdal Inonu, opposes direct 
presidential elections but does 
want to enshrine political free- 
dom and human rights. 

Inonn’s Party, the main 
opposition group, has criticised 
Oral for encouraging Islamic 
fundamentalist sentiment 
which seeks to alter Turkey's 
secular system. 

“We will not accept a consti- 
tutional change to help a man 
with anti-secular traditions to 
become a dictator.” Inonu 
said. 

The militaiy, which sees it- 
self as guardian of the secular- 
ist reforms of Turkey’s founder 
Kemal Ataturk, has also 
shown signs of uncase about 
growing fundamentalist influ- 
ence — last month Ozal’s 
Motherland Party voted 
through parliament a bill to let 
women wear Islamic bead- 
scarves in universities. 

Tonun ray’s replacement, 
general Dogan Gores, is repu- 
ted to bold similar view) tO his 
predecessor, suggesting tbat 
the top brass will continue to 
resist Ozal's p e r ce ived enthu- 
siasm for a Gulf adventure. 


...NATO, the U.S.-led military 
alliance which kept the former 
Eastern European foes at bay, 
has lost its main focus. New pacts 
to dose the cold war era will flush 
from Europe thousands of U.S. 
troops stationed on the continent 
since the end of World War II. 

All this turmoil has left the 
community as the lone rallying 
force in Europe — but the Gulf 
crisis has highlighted its lack of 
musde. 

“The notion of historic accel- 
eration is often a worn dicbe,” 
says Luxembourg Foreign Minis- 
ter Jacques Poos, whose country 
takes over the bloc’s six-month 
rotating presidency from Italy in 
January. “(But) it is true to such 
an extent that now the pace has 
raced out of control.” 

On Dec. 15, EC leaden will 
open in Rome several months of 
talks in a so-called Inter- 
GovernmentaJ Conference (ICC) 
to adapt the community's treaties 
to the new context and develop a 
common foreign and security 
policy. 

The conference has been orga- 
nised under the beading of “poli- 
tical onion." This loose term in- 
dudes efforts to broaden the 
ECs brief to take in a host of new 
matters beyond the barrier-free 
single market and to 
dcdsioa-inaking. 

A parallel IGC will work on 
Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU), the effort by the com- 
munity to establish a single cur- 
rency managed by an indepen- 
dent European central bank. 

But while EMU has been on 
the EC agenda for nearly two and 
a half years, political ration is a 
recent addition on which dis- 
agreement runs deep. 


By Andres Wotberg-Stok 
Reuter 


ary , fiscal and soda! aspects that 
need to be h ar m onise d to create a 
single market of 340. mill i nn peo- 
ple after 1992. 

Member countries spoke and 
acted on their own on the world 
scene, donning their EC hats on 
global trade issues but forced to 
step under an umbrella called 
European Political Cooperation 
(EPC) to agree joint declarations 
or common action in the face of 
major events. 

While the EC as such worked 
on aid to the so-called frontline 
states worst hit by the Gulf crisis, 
foreign ntimstas met as EPC — 
often over lunch during EC meet- 
ings — to discuss other action. 

The distinction is blurred at 
best, but it exists formally and 
must go if the bloc is to speak 
with one voice. 

An official summary of nation- 
al positions, written for the IGC 
by the secretariat of the EC coun- 
cil of miTHKh-T * and of which 
Reuters obtained a copy, shows 
that member countries already 
agree that no aspect of foreign 
and security policy should be 



_ j 


other areas of EC business 
— The ECs rotating six-month 
presidency should play a bigger 
external role together with the 
commission to ensure the bloc 
speaks with one voice 
— The 528-seat European Par- 
liament, direedy elected by over 
100 million voters but armed with 
few powers, should be consulted 
regularly on broad foreign and 
security policy guidelines. 

— The existing secretariat of 
political cooperation, formally 
outside the EC, should grow and 
be fused into the council of nm»is - 


a topic which some countries 
believe would inevitably lead to 


m the long term — remains a 
source of division. 

Britain in particular is anxious 
to keep the United States in 
Europe and insists tbat commit- 
ments to NATO most be 


Others are prepared to consid- presidency 

4b " £w ^ - • _ II _ a * J 


last point could produce a 
highly powerful unit with access 
to all information collected by the 
embassies of EC countries, 
according to a proposal requested 
by member governments. It- was 
written by the beads of the secre- 
tariats of political cooperation 
and of the council of ministers. 

Under fee proposal, which di- 
plomats say is likely to be agreed 
in one form or another at the 
IGC, this unit would ensure coo- 
tin airy in policy as different coho’ 
tries take the helm in fee rotating 



er different 

gradual inc o rp o ration as a com- 
munity body of the Western 
European Union (WEU), a low- 
activity agency which groups nine 
EC members of NATO. 

“The real fear is about NATO 
and what would happen there 
wife the Americans,” said one 
diplomat. “The Americans have 
a role to play in Europe — 
politically, at least.” 

The main points of agreement 


The head of the unit, a senior 
diplomat from a member coffl* 
try, would hold fee job for four 
years with the title of pofi tica) 
direct o r of the cotmcfl. He would 
attend meetings of deputy fbrrigP 
ministers and help the president?; 
in its contacts with fee partis* 

merit, fee artH -ffrrir H cOUB* 


explosive debates.” Jacques De- 
fers, president of the ECs execu- 
tive European commission, said 
in a speech last week. 

The EC so far has largely 
restricted itself to trade, moaet- 


— Foreign and security policy 
should be incorporated gradually 
as a community resp on sibility 
— The revised EC treaty 
should list the general aims of the 
common policy 

“**^wde group of ministers, 
profraWTy to reign ministers, 
should be entrusted with all 
t< ^ dialed to fefc new brief. 

The EC’s executive Euro- 
pean commi ssi on should have a 
right to launch proposals, bur not 
fee exclusive right it enjoys in 


The proposal states as a nee**' 
sary condition for the unites waft 
“access for the staff to the rs* 
levant information collected tif 
member states’ representations® 
third countries,” adding: ‘Tfe 
necessary confidentiality of 
information will be guaranteed. 

Diplomats say this nm|» 
although not a foreign mimstryP 
conventional terms, would 
highly powerful because of ^ 
access to a mass of sensitive 
information. The data would fi 
beyond feat available in Got 601 

fee ttfeg network 

winch foreign ministries drcob® 
encrypted reports. 


£ 
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U.S. offer of immunity from 
attack is signal in Gulf talks 


By John Rogers 
Reuter 

BAGHDAD — By offering 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein immunity from attack if be 
pulls his armies out of Kuwait, 
the United States appears to 
have sent a key signal in the 
bunt for a solution to the Gulf 


U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker on Sunday sent 
Saddam a terse notification 
that be might get out of the. 
standoff without a war and 
without sacrificing his own 
power. Western diplomats in 
Baghdad said. 

“You offer him a way oat,” 
one said. “It’s something of 
ought be able to present to his 
own people.” 

Baker said that if 
complied with the dozen Un- 
ited Nations Security rvumrfl 
resolutions since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, “his reward 
for that would not be a militar y 
attack by the United States.” 
Saddam, Iraq's strongman 
for more than two decades and 
president since 1979, has been 
concerned since seizing Kuwait 
that the West wants not only to 
drive him from the emirate but 
also to oust him. 

Arab diplomats say Saddam 
sometimes looks strained in his 


public appearances and the 
four-month-old crisis was be- 
ginning to show. 

“Of course he is worried 
about staying in power,** said 
one. 

Baker’s statement, days be- 
fore planned Washington tailcs 
between President George 
Bush and Iraqi Foreign Muns- 
ter Tareq Aziz, appeared to 
send a signal that the United 
States did not want Saddam's 
downfall. 

Baker is due to visit Bagh- 
dad after the Aziz talks. 

His message to Iraq 
appeared to be pan of a con- 
certed policy which a British 
newspaper reported was 
adopted last week by foreign 
ministers of the five permanent 
Security Council members — 
The U.S. , Britain, China, 
France and the Soviet Union. 

The Guardian newspaper 
said die five were ready to 
offer Baghdad a “no-attack,” 
guarantee if it withdrew from 
Kuwait, restored the Kuwaiti 
government and freed foreign 


Saddam has already offered 
to release more of the 2,000 
West er ne r s and Japanese hos- 
tages in groups over three 
months from December 25, 
Christmas Day, provided there 
is no threat of attack. 


The ruling Revolution Com- 
mand Council took action to 
defuse tension with Moscow on 
Tuesday, saying all 3.300 
Soviet citizens stranded in Iraq 
since August would be allowed 
to leave for home from 
Wednesday. 

Iraq has not responded to 
Baker’s statement and has 
given no sign that it is consider- 
ing quitting Kuwait. It con- 
tinued press attacks this week 
on Bush and U.S. policy. 

The ruling Baath Party 
newspaper Al-Thawra called 
Bush a liar on Tuesday and 
said a war with Iraq would not 
be a swift walkover for the 
U.S. 

“If Bush misunderstands, 
the American people surely 
understands that war with Iraq 
means throwing the U.S. into 
an annihilating, losing and 
costly military adventure," it 
said. 

Iraq has, however, made a 
goodwill gesture in delivering 
vegetables, cigarettes and 10 
cases of Pepsi Cola to the 
besieged U.S. embassy in 
Kuwait. 

Western diplomats believe it 
may moderate the tone of its 
newspaper editorials — impor- 
tant in the atmospherics of the 
confrontation — as the 
Washington talks approach. 


Ozal increasingly isolated as 
opposition to policy mounts 



By Emel Anil 

The Associated Press 

ANKARA — President Tur- 
got Ozal, often praised by 
U.S. President George Bush 
as a loyal friend and ally for his 
sarong support in the Gulf cri- 
sis, is on slippery ground at 
home. 

The 63-year-old president is 
increasingly isolated, enjoying 
little public support, frequent- 
ly faces harsh criticism from 
establishment groups and de- 
fections from the party he 
founded. 

And with the resignation 
Monday of his top general, it 
became poblic^that Ozal 
has alienated «che most 

j ■_ 

fill of these groups, 
military. 

The chief of staff, Gen. 
Necip Torumtay, resigned not 
so much over a specific issue 
but in protest of a style of 
government, according to 
sources dose to the military 
who requested anonymity. 

Since Iraq took over Kuwait 
in August, Ozal has been run- 
ning the show, often bypassing 
cabinet members and the 
Foreign Ministry. 

A few days after the Aug. 2 
invasion, the foreign minister 
heard from reporters that twin 
pipelines pumping Iraqi crude 
through this country were 
being closed to comply with a 
U.N. embargo against Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Ali Bozer 
resigned in October, followed 
the next month by Defence 
Minister Safa Giray. 

The general fear is that for 
U.S. favours, which may not 
even materialise, Turkey may 
drift into a Mideast war under 
OzaJ’s daredevil leadership. 

“Who else but Bush still 
supports OzaJ’s style of gov- 


ernment?” asked columnist 
Turker ATkan in the indepen- 
dent daily Gunes Tuesday. 
“Could a nation of SO million 
be pushed into war behind the 
United States just because 
Ozal wants it when everyone, 
from 15-year-olds to the duct 
of staff, is opposed to war?” 

Ozal was elected premier in 
1983 when the military turned 
over power to civilians in 
general elections. 

He won reelection, in 1987, 
but his party was badly beaten 
in local elections two years 
later. 

The parliament; where the' 
Motherland Party he founded 
enjcEju a Urge ‘majority., 
^elected hjqi * prfcsi f^er 1 
that year in a ballot boycotted 
by the opposition. Ozal moved 
to the Cankaya Palace and 
turned over the premiership to 
Yildirim Akbulut, a loyal fol- 
lower and inexperienced polir 
tican. 

Opponents bave two major 
objections: Ozal had himself 
elected president when polls 
showed about 20 per cent vo- 
ter support for him. After his 
election, be started running 
the government from behind- 
the-scenes although the pres- 
idency is a mainly ceremonial 
post with little executive 
power. 

Opposition politicians have 
refused to attend national day 
and new year receptions given 
by Ozal. 

They say they will change 
the constitution to unseat Oral 
if they have enough votes after 
the next general elections 
scheduled for 1992. Ozal's 
seven-year term expires in 
1995. 

Other sectors of the society 
are on the march to protest 
various domestic policies. 


In a meeting Tuesday on 
national productivity, labour 
representatives marched out in 
protest when Ozal walked into 
the meeting ball. 

Forty-eight thousand mine 
workers are on strike and hun- 
dreds of them along the Black 
Sea coast hold daily raHie* tn 
lambast the government for 
insisting on low wages at a 
time of high inflation* 

Businessmen, who were 
once natural allies of Ozal and 
supporters of his free market 
policies, are grumbling about 
widespread corruption in gov- 
ernment ranks and lack of 
. coordination in economic poli- 
cies. 

j 

( -The educated elite and other 
seoalarist ' Turks ‘are deman- 
ding an end to government 
policies and hiring practices 
deemed favourable to Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

Torumtay’s resignation also 
signalled the military’s grow- 
ing discomfort with the reli- 
gions groups, analysts say. 

The Motherland Party has 
pushed through legislation 
lifting the ban on Islamic head- 
covering for university 
women. In many government 
offices, Friday prayers are vir- 
tually mandatory if one wants 
to keep his job. 

In the past month, hundreds 
of university professors have 
marched to the mausoleum of 
Kemal Ataturk, the founder of 
the 67-year-old republic and 
architect of Westernising re- 
forms, to protest the growing 
power of fapdamentafigs. 

Professors at the three 
medical schools in this capital 
city did not show up for classes 
one day to signal their opposi- 
tion to the spread of Islamic 
beliefs in those scientific quar- 
ters. 


Electricity generation in Jordan 
touches all corners of society 


By Nur Sftti 
to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan has come 
a long way since the 1930’s 
when electricity generation 
was launched in Amman with 
small diesel engines with a 
total capacity of 50 (mw). 
Now, 96 per cent of the 
population enjoys electricity. 
While the remaining four per 
cent represents remote and 
sparsely populated villages 
where it is uneconomical to 

extend the national network. 

This is where the photovol- 
taic section at the renewable 
energy centre of the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) steps 
in. Although solar turbines 
constitute a very minimal per- 
centage of the national output 
RSS specialists as sen that 
there is great potential of solar 
energy in Jordan. “The annual 
daily average of solar radiation 
on a horizontal plane in Jordan 
is estimated to be 535 kwh/ 
square metres a day,” Ismail 
Nabhan, research engineer of 
the photovoltaic section said, 
adding that the average solar 
radiation intensity during win- 
ter seasons is about 3 kwh/ 
square metres a day and ex- 
ceeds 6 kwh/square metres a 
day in the remaining period of 
the year. 

Because Jordan has such a 
high average of sunlight a year, 
it is pos si ble to economically 
improve the conditions of 
these remote areas, specifically 
dinks, schools, churches and 
mosques as well as bouses, 
Nabhan explained. In 1986, 
the RSS installed nine solar 
radiation measuring stations in 
various different areas climati- 
cally representing the whole 
country. 

From the experiments that 
were conducted in those areas, 
the RSS engineers constructed 
a map for the distribution of 
solar radiation in Jordan. “The 
eastern and southern parts of 
tiie country, which are consi- 
dered as remote areas from the 
national grid, showed that they 
had higher annual averages of 
daily solar radiation intensity 
and So we concluded that tech- 
nically and economically, it 
was feasible to cover the basic 
electric energy needs in such 
remote areas by using photo- 
voltaic generators," Nabhan 
explained. 

Photovoltaic is the process in 


which two dissimilar materials 
pressed into tight contact act as 
an electric cell when struck by 
light or other radiant energy. If 
the free ends of the two mate- 
rials are connected by a wire, 
an electric current flows, which 
can be used to measure the 
brightness of the incident light 
or to power an electrical cir- 
cuit. 

According to Nabhan, the 

photovoltaic project was first 
targeted to four villages. These 
include Rahmch. consisting of 
a population of 1*500. two 
schools and one clinic. AJ- 
Reesfaeh with a total of 700 
inhabitants, two schools and a 
clinic. Beer Maihkour, which 
has 500 as the total population, 
a school and a clinic, and the 
fourth village, known as AJ- 
Grecgra with 100Q people as 
well as one school and one 
dmic. 

He explained that the most 
important basic needs of the 
inhabitants were found to be in 
the electrification of clinics 
such as refrigerators for medi- 
cine and vaccines, lights and 
communication. Electrification 
of the mosques, lighting up the 
assembly halls as weD as a need 
for educational television and 
the electrification of teachers’ 
residences. “We began the firs: 
phase of the electrification pro- 
cess in 1986 where a number of 
street lights, room lamps, edu- 
cational televisions and re- 
frigerators were installed,” 
Nabhan said. “Very soon, we 
will start whh the next phase 
which consists of solar home 
systems," be added. 

Many experts at the RSS 
have been giving the photovol- 
taic technology a lot of consid- 
eration. Since the weather con- 
ditions are suitable for such a 
project, many tests have been 
carried out. The RSS in coop- 
eration with the European 
Economic Community (EEC) 
has set up an experimental 
research and development pro- 
ject at the energy research 
station in Aqaba, for testing 
and studying the performance 
of the photovoltaic cells, their 
properties and characteristics 
under the Jor danian weather 
conditions, according to spe- 
cialists. 

Nabhan affirmed that many 
photovoltaic projects in diffe- 
rent fields have been accom- 
plished since 19S2. “The main 
purpose of these projects is to 



A Joint Jordanian-Iraqi scientific and technological 
cooperation project In the field of soUr a ad wind 


to exploit 
and desert 


able energy in developing : 


demonstrate the technical and 
economical feasibility under 
the prevailing weather condi- 
tions." 

One of the most successful 
applications of the photovol- 
taic systems, Nabhan con- 
tinued, is the pumping of water 
in remote and isolated areas. 
“Six photovoltaic systems re- 
placed the diesel generators, in 
1985.** be said. Already this 
system is installed in Al- 
U atari, Al-Jafer, Al-Hazeem, 
Hrahmeh and Ai- Showman. 

What seem to be unique 
qualities of the photovoltaic 
system is that the reliability* 
and availability of the systems 
are much higher than diesel, 
especially in those areas where 
the ann ual average of solar 
radiation exceeds 4.5 kwh/ 
square metres. Nabhan ex- 
plained that it is also cost 
effective. “Where the use of 
diesel generators cost $1.45 per 
cent kwh, the cost of the 
- photovoltaic system was 
SO. 43." He added that the 
maintenance cost needed for 
the system is four per cent of 
that needed for the diesel 
generator systems. 

Environmentalists expressed 
their hope in the pbotovoltak 
system because, they said, “it 
is air pollution free and noise- 


less." 

Another project that was 
launched in the beginning of 
September, 1989, was a joint 
Jordanian-Iraqi scientific and 
technological cooperation pro- 
ject in the field of solar and 
wind energy to exploit renew- 
able energy* in developing re- 
mote and desert areas, accord- 
ing to Dr. Ahmad Muheidat, 
researcher in the photovoltaic 
department. 

The $750,000 testing system, 
which includes the construc- 
tion of two research stations on 
the Jordanian-Iraqi border 
with an area of 205 square 
metres each, is scheduled to be 
completed by 1991. “The sta- 
tions use passive design and 
consist of thermal insulation to 
suit solar energy applications," 
Muheidat said. 

The project aims at building 
up Arab self-sufficiency in the 
field of utilising renewable 
energy as well as studying the 
possibility of supplying two re- 
. mote areas in Jordan and. Iraq 
* * respectively with their xequire- 
. -menis .of renewablfivfinprgy 
sources. “This would improve 
the social and economical stan- 
dards of people living there, 
preserve the animal and agri- 
cultural wealth and limit the 
immigration flow into the cities 


and possibly enhance the re- 
verse immigration into these 
remote areas," Muheidat 
asserted. 

Each project contains a 
photovoltaic electric::;, gener- 
ating system to supply the 
laboratory and agricultural 
equipment, a photovoltaic 
pumping system to secure the 
40 metres cubed daily water 
demand, a mechanical wind- 
mill water pumping system, an 
air conditioning system and an 
under floor heating system. 
Muheidat affirmed a 5^ 

dunum farm has also 
founded in the Jordanian site. 
“The farm is cultivated v,-ith 
various trees to stud*. Hi; ,u- 

m 

bility of these areas for agricul- 
ture," he added. 

Although the photovoltaic 
system is relatively new in the 
Kingdom, it is proving to be a 
successful project and could 
very well reduce the country's 
fuel consumption, while at the 
same time enhancing Jordan's 
self reliance capabilities and 
[»£viding distant villages with 
belief health services, higher 
attachment to education and 
an extension to the regular 
working day, through the uti- 
lisation of this light, according 
to specialists. 


Massive curfew on intifada anniversary 


the other 14 members of the 
council, diplomats said. 

Malaysian Ambassador Ismail 
RazaH said, “we've gone a long 
way with this and if there is no 
common agreement tomorrow 
(Friday) there should be a vote.” 

Other diplomats, however, 
thought the negotiations might 
cake longer. The debate was ex- 
pected to start 2100 GMT. 

The United States is anxious 
not to veto the resolution, fearing 
die effect on the Arab it 

has fashioned to counter Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

But Washington is reluctant to 
endorse provisions that Israel 


would be likely to reject. 

The revised draft is based on 
die non-aligned resolution spon- 
sored by Colombia, Cuba, 
Malaysia and Yemen, and a sof- 
ter U.S. working paper. 

One paragraph of the draft, 
referring to the convening “at an 
appropriate time of an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East, properly struc- 
tured," raised speculation on 
Thursday about a switch in U.S. 
policy because it had not been 
contained previously in a council 
resolution. 

American officials insisted this 
wording reflected long-standing 


(Continued from page 1) 
U.S. policy. 

Another element in the draft 
referred to Washington welcomes 
the idea of a meeting of the 
signatories of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention on the treatment of 
civilians in time of war to discuss 
ways of protecting the Palesti- 
nians. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar and the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) would be asked to 
invite the signatories to discuss 
possible measures to be taken at 
such a meeting. 

The General Assembly Thurs- 
day adopted five resolutions con- 


demning Israeli policies in the 
occupied territories and promot- 
ing U.N. activities in support of 
the Palestinians. 

All the resolutions were similar 
to those passed in previous years. 
Israel and the United States were 
alone in casting negative votes 
against each. 

General Assembly resolutions 
compared to those in the Security 
Council are non-binding but re- 
flea positions of the international 
community. 

One assembly resolution, 
adopted by a vote of 141 to two 
with three abstentions, condemns 
Israeli policies and practices in 


the occupied territories. 

Another one, passed 144 io 
two, calls for an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East and asks the Security Coun- 
cil to consider establishing a pre- 
paratory committee for such a 
conference. 

Three others drew abstentiuns 
from Western European nations, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland. 

They supported the work of the 
U.N. Palestine rights committee, 
the U.N. secretariat's division for 
Palestine rights and requested the 
U.N. department of public in- 
formation to disseminate in- 
formation on the question of 
Palestine. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FRE1GH1 
FORWARD I KG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 

CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TO- 604676 604696 
P.OJBOX 7806 
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The first* best 
Chines* Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jab# Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah GM$ School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

6:30- P Mdoigbt 

rrtfiMMf 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 





CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. \ 6:30 ‘ Midnight 


STUDIO HAIG 

4 ^ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
Our shop and 


JUMBO ph of 


• Frmm mnltrg 

20x30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa cel: 823891 



Mfi 


rauta/t/ 
FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

RifTfSURfMVT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12^30-3^30 pm 

7.30 -T! .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 




Tel-659519 659520 



* Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent ana 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

’ Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

b d o u n Real 


|Tel. 810605; 810609, 
F foe 810520 
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The Regency Pakxe Hofei 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



§ABIL 


ENTERTAINMENT 




* 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


OAirOTFL 




Amman -Tel 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


(LcardD m 

Amman's 
exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
•crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindfays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

'jszmsi 


ARAMEX 
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Olimpia of Paraguay confident 

of dethroning Milan in T oky o 


TOKYO (R) — Olimpia orach 
Luis Cubilia is confident his 
team, with the help of their 42- 

year-old penal ry-Laiing goalkeep- 
er, can dethrone AC Milan Sun- 
day and return the world dub 
soccer title to Paraguay. 

He and his South American 
champions have been watching 
Italian first division matches live 
on teleivion every weekend to 
prepare for the fast and powerful 
Italians. 

“I think technique is superior 
to power,” said Cubilia. who 
coached Olimpia to victory in the 
1979 competition. 

Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi, on 
the other band, admits his oppo- 
nents remain something of a mys- 
tery to him. 


"We have not studied Olimpia, 
very well. We will have to play at 
the maximum level of our abil- 
ity," he said. 

The man he is most worried 
about is goalkeeper Ever 
Almeida — known as “the chief' 
to his Olimpia team mates. 

“We must not reach the penal- 
ty (shoot-out) stage. We have to 
win before that,” Sacchi said. 
“Almeida is a really special gay.” 
Almeida performed a key role 
in Olimpia's 1979 win over 
Sweden’s Malmo. Well-known in 

Latin America for taking penal- 
ties, he saved two of them in the 

shoot-oat in this year's Liberia- 
dores Cup semifinals against 
National of Colombia. 

He also knows European soc- 


cer well and played for 

Barcelona for several years. 

But Milan, with their work! 
class Dutch internationals Ruud 
Gullit. Marco van Bastes and 
Frank Rijkaard, look the 
favourites when compared to 
Olimpia's home-grown stars. 

Gullit, who missed last years 
game in Tokyo due to a knee 
injury, and Rijkaard each scored 
goal in the 2-0 victory over 


a 


Sampdoria in last month's Euro- 
pean Super cup final. 

Both have looked in top form 
in training. 

Van Basten, however, has ex- 
ercised only tightly after his arriv- 
al in Tokyo bat trained complete- 
ly Friday. 

But two Milan regulars 


absent. Alberigo Evam, who 
scored the only goal in last year's 
win over National, and Carlo 
Ancelocti, both midfielen, stayed 
in Italy doe to injury 

Olimpia are a well-balanced 
team who readied the South 
American final* tHi» year for the 
second successive season. 

Centre forw ard Raul Vincente 

AmariBa. one of South America's 
top strikers, is their most danger- 
ous player and has scored six 
goals in the last five Libertarians 


The game will be watched by a 
boisterous, capacity crowd of 

60,000 at Tokyo’s renovated 
National Stadium and millions of 
television viewers all round the 
world. 


Sheffield United needs to beat j Johnson 

Derby to avoid record books j P raises 

German 
| doping 
I measures 


LONDON (R) — Struggling 
Sheffield United host Derby 
Saturday knowing that they are a 
mere two games away from one 
of English soccer's least desirable 
records. 

With only four points from 
their 15 league matches, Sheffield 
already hold the all-time record 
for the longest start to an English 
first division season without a 

win. 

If thev lose to Derby they will 
have to beat champions Liverpool 
at Anfield next week to avoid 
equal line the English League 
record currently shared by Hail 
and Burnley. 

And if United carry on as the 
only side in the league without a 
win then they may beat the worst 
record of all set by Lough- 
borough — who won only one 
match in 1890. 

Whiie the odds against beating 
Derby are not good, the likeli- 
hood of a win at Anfield seems 
practically non-existent. 


Manager Dave Bassett is still 
unable to muster a full-strength 
team. Brian Marwood. John 
Pemberton and Mike Lake will 
be missing against Derby, while 
striker Tony Agana will not be fit 
until February due to a back 
operation. 

But Bassett does have one 
small crumb consolation from last 
week’s 2-1 defeat at Aston Villa 
— striker Vinny Jones’s goal was 
Sheffield’s first after 669 barren 
minutes. 

Derby, who beat Sunderland 
2-1 Saturday, are moving up the 
league after a poor start to the 
season thanks to 10 goals by 
Welsh striker Dean Saunders. 

Liverpool, whose highly defen- 
sive line-up lost 3-0 to second- 
placed Arsenal Sunday, are likely 
to be stung into action when they 
visit mid-table Nottingham 
Forest. 

Arsenal, thrashed 6-2 at home 
by Manchester United in the 
League Cup last week, should 


beat Luton away Saturday so 
Liverpool cannot afford to lose 
any ground. 

But Forest manager Brian 
Gough, whose team drew 2-2 to 
Luton last week and went out of 
the League Cup despite s co ring 
four goals against Coventry, will 
have other plans. 

Coventry, 5-4 winners of that 
match, are at Everton who have 
full back Andy Hinehliffe stand- 
ing by for a recall. 

The former Manchester City 
defender has played only 70 mi- 
nutes of reserve team football 
since having a minor operation on 
his knee in October. 

Aston Villa, who host Man- 
chester City, hope winger Tony 
Daley will recover from a head 
injury sustained during a mid- 
week six-a-side tournament in 
Manchester thk week. 

Norwich, at home to South 
ampton, look set to recall striker 
Robert Rosario for his first match 
in three months. 


I 


Holyfield — a man of quiet confidence 


NEW YORK (R) — One of the 
most memorable images of the 
night Evander Holyfield bounded 
into the ring among all those 
serious-looking faces for the most 
important fight of his life was his 
huge, positively joyous smile. 

It wasn't arrogance or an 
attempt to intimidate James 
“Buster” Douglas, who would 
soon lose his title and the short- 
lived respect he had won by 
fatn riring out Mike Tyson last 


It was instead this square- 
jawed, quiet man's happiness at 
finally fighting for the prize he 
had pursued for more than half 
his life. 

“I was confident. I was very 
confident,” Holyfield told Reu- 
ters. “AH the itbing I bad work- 
ed for life was all in one package 
now. I was boxing for 19 years 
and II months and it's all for one 
fight, this fight bere, and I was so 
happy I was getting the oppo r t u n- 
ity. 

“I knew that I would win. It 
was almost joyous. 1 was more 
happy getting into the ring know- 
ing I'm getting ready, come to get 
what I come after. So I was 
happy." 

Happier than even winning? 

“Well, yeah. It’s Like you know 
if you get home you got a place to 


stay. By the time you get in sight 
of the house, you’re happy. It's 
not tike your parents are gonna 
say !&ah you can’t come in.’ Yon 
ainx looking for no disappoint- 
ment, ’cause you know bow your 
parents are." 

When Holyfield came to fight 
that night be felt secure. 

“I know when that day comes 
and I'm in the best of shape when 
I get into the ring, you know I wfi! 
not be denied.” 

And Holyfield wasn't. He flat- 
tened Douglas in Oct. 25 in Las 
Vegas with an overhand right 
square on the face, after Douglas 
had thrown an amateurish right 
upper cot about three feet (one 
metre) in front of Holyfield. 

“I did everything right,” Holy- 
fiekl, 28, said. “I kind of rocked 
bade and I bent my legs and yon 
can see where I dropped at the 
right time and I threw everything 
off my right Leg. You can see 
where all the power went into.” 
Despite his victory, there are 
some who say Holyfickfs title is 
tarnished by beating a reluctant 
warrior like Douglas, who they 
say was fortunate to be champion 
be c a u se be had been lucky to 
knock out a flat Tyson.. 

“I’m in history as tbe 
heavyweight champion of the 
world. No one oculd ever take 
that from me,” said Holyfield, 


who would get up from die couch 
every so often to demonstrate a 
move, particularly when he 
showed how as a 10-year-old 
fighting for the Boys Club in 
Atlanta be would run across tbe 
ring with his right arm cocked and 
tut his opponent. 

“They’d stop the fight when 
die first guy cried.” 

Holyfield says be remembers 
all of his fights since he began 
boxing as an eight year old. and 
he never cried. 

Holyfield, who looks in civilian 
dotbes smaller than his six feet, 
two inches (1. 88-metre), says be 
owes a big debt to the Atlanta 
Boys Gub and all the men tbe 
fatherless boy had as role models. 

He particularly admired a 
coach of his who was white and 
who would prod him by saying, 
“you’re not going to let this white 
boy beat you. are you?” 


HAMILTON, Ontario (R ) — An 
investigation into alleged wide- 
spread drug use by German 
athletes is just another step to- 
wards cleaning up amateur spent, 
sprinter Ben Johnson has said. 

“It's going to take a while for 
everyone to come dean." said 
Johnson, who makes his r e turn to 
competition on Jan. 11 at the 
Hamilton Spectator Indooor 
Games after waiting out a two- 
year suspension for using ster- 
oids. 

“Everything should come out 
and competition should take 
place at one level.” 

Johnson and Canadian decatb- 
lete Mike Smith attended a news 
c o nfer e nce Thursday to promote 
tbe first meet of the grand prix 
indoor season. But tbe large 
gathering was more interested in 
the reactions of tbe two athletes 
to reports of .rampant use- of 
performance -enhaixing drugs by 


Johnson was suspended from 
international competition and 
lost his gold medal and world 
record from tbe 1988 Olympics 
after testing po siti ve for steroids. 
Tbe Jamaican-born sprinter ex- 
pressed s ur prise at the revelations 
in Germany. 

“I'm load of shocked — I 
didn't think it would happen so 
fast," said Johnson, who admit- 
ted his drug use during tbe Du bin 
inquiry into use of performance- 
enhancing substances by Cana- 
dian amateur athletes. “In the 
past. I saw some of their Legs. The 
girls were bigger than me.” 

Smith, the Co mm onwealth de- 
cathlon gold medallist, hopes re- 
cent events quicken the cleaning- 
up process in sport. 

“It’s a step in the right direc- 
tion. definitely.'' said Smith. 


A1 Faisali beats A1 Hussein 

to win Premier League Cup 


AMMAN ( Petra ) — AI Faisali 
Soccer Gob Friday defeated Al 
Hussein Gub 1-0 in die B™l 
Premier League match, held at 
Amman Stadium, winning the 
1990 Premier League's Cup. 

After winning tbe final game, 
AI Faisali has been able to retain 
die championship for the 23rd 
rime since this championship was 


At the end of the march, Qrief 
Chamberlain, Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zcid, who deputised for His 
Majesty King Hussein, presented 
the Premier League Cop to MBad 

Abbasi, tbe captain of Al Faisali 
team, and medals to nxemben of 
the two. teams. 


The matrh 
15,000 people. 


was attended by 


Chavez to defend title ; 
Tyson to fight Stewart 

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey the fifth round of their fight in 
(R) — Mexico’s Julio Cesar November 1989. But Holyfield, 
Chavez, widely regarded as who knocked out Douglas in the 
pound-for-pound the best boxer third round last October to win 
in the world, will defend bis two die hevyweight tide, weathered 
junior welterweight tides Satur- the onslaught and stopped 


day but former heavyweight wart on cuts. 
cha m p ion Mike Tyson is stealing It was revealed later that Ste- 
rnest of tbe attention. wart's hand bad been injured 

Many boring fans will be intent prior to the fight and that during 
upon findin g out just how far the bout he tore tendons in his 
Tyson has come since James left hand, fit HoJyfiehffr defence, 
“Buster” Douglas knocked him be had been suffering from a bad 
oat last February to win tbe cold. 

heavyweight crown. One of the big questions sur- 

Cbavez will defend his Interna- rounding Tyson is just how much 


he still intimidates his opponents. 

Tyson’s 38-0 record before his 
loss to Douglas was built on an 
often awesome display of power 


tional Boxing Federtion (IBF) 
and World Boxing Council 
(WBC) titles against Kyungdnk 
Aim, 29-1. of South Korea. The 

28-year-old is the top-ranked and aggression, which many ring- 

si ders believe intimidated so 
many of his opponents that they 
were reduced to merely wanting 
to survive the fight, not win it. 

But Douglas, with strong jabs 
timed to keep Tyson off balance 
and helped by a plodding Tyson 
looking for one knockout punch, 
eroded at least some of that 
intimidation factor. 

HolyfiekTs trainer, Lou Dov a, 
said this week that “there's no 
doubt Tyson is not as intimidating 
as before" and that Stewart 
should immediately establish 
himself in Tyson's eyes as fear- 


15 

WBC contender. 

Chavez, who has won five 
world titles in three different 
weight classes, took tbe IBF 
crown last March after a furious 
battle with Meldrick Taylor. 

Chavez! — behind on all three 
judges’ cards — caught Taylor 
with a right to the head with less 
than 30 seconds left in the final 
round. Taylor rose at the count of 
six but did not respond to the 
satisfaction of the referee and the 
fight was stopped. 

Tyson, 24, will fight Alex Ste- 
wart. 26. in a scheduled 10-round 
fight at the Atlantic City Conven- 
tion Centre on tbe boardwalk of 
this Atlantic resort and gambling 
city. 

This wifl be Tyson's second 
fight since losing tbe title. He 
easily knocked out lightly- 
regarded Henry Tillman in the 
fiiit round in Las Vegas last June 
in his first post-Douglas fight. 

Stewart, while about a 12-1' 
underdog against Tyson, gained 
considerable credibility by nearly 
stopping Evander Holyfield in 


Stewart’s trainer, Edwin 
Viruet, said Thursday that his 
fighter “can’t afford to fool 
around (by going slow in the first 
few rounds) Saturday because he 
knows Tyson, who weighed 217- 
3/4 pounds (96.77 kg) Thursday, 
is going to come right after him.” 
Tyson, who at least publicly 
has put away his surly attitude of 
recent months, was reticent at a 
news con f ere n ce Thursday about 
tbe fight. 


Regional African soccer 

tournament starts today 


NAIROBI (R) — The East and 
Central Africa Senior Challenge 
Cup soccer tournament kicks off 
on the Indian Ocean island of 
Zanzibar Saturday with holders 
Uganda strongly tipped to retain 
the title. 

Seven teams — - Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania, Zanzibar. Sudan, 
Malawi, Kenya, Uganda — are 
competing in tbe 12-day tourna- 
ment, with the first round s played 
in two groups. Tbe semi-finals are 


on Dec. 17 and the final two days 
later. ' 

Uganda's national team, the 
Cranes, can expect tough com- 
petition from the Kenyans, 
known as the Harambee Stars. 

“I have more powerful, prop- 
erly drilled and high-spirited 
players.*' Kenya's Austrian 
coach, Gerry Saurer, told Ren- 
ters Friday. “I won't be surprised 
if at the end of the tournament 
tbe Kenyans are winners." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


1 


WITH OBIAft SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 
TMC Tribm M efij mc*i. tac 


ONE WINNER TOO MANY 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* 9 

7 It J 10 9 


: Q 

♦ A 

WEST 

* J 8 643 
7 Void 
: J 6 5 4 3 

* 10 8 7 i 

SOUTH 

* A K 5 2 
-AO*: 

AKI 

+ 32 

The bidding; 

North 

1 * 

3 " 

5 1 Pass 

6 7 


9 2 

K 9 6 5 
EAST 

* Q 10 7 

7 7 6 5 *3 
' 10 7 

* Q J 4 


South 
I T 

4 NT 

5 NT 
7 7 


Piss 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Four of v 
When it becomes obvious that 
one line cannot work, look for an- 
other. There’s no future in flogging 
a dead horse. 

Although South hdd half the 
points in the deck, a jump Shift with 
no clear contract in mind would 
have been foolhardy. The simple 
one-heart response meets with oar 
wholehearted endorsement. North’s 
hand was borderline for an invita- 
tional jump raise to three hearts— 
we would not fault anyone who 
chose to raise to only two hearts. 


though we rend to the slightly more 
aggressive conn* when we hold 
good trumps and solid working 
cards. In either event, the grand 

Siam should be reached. 

West led a diamond and declarer 
thought ;he slam was laydown- 
ruff two rpades in dummy and 
claim. Fortunately, after winning 

the first trick in hand with the ring, 
declarer led a low trump to dummy, 
and the picture changed radically 
when West discarded a diamond. 
The original line had to be scotched 
in favor of a crossntff. 

When embarking on a cross niff, 
you must firs: cash your side-suit 
winners. However, as Bill Root 
note in his excellent new book. 
Ho* to Play a Bridge Hand, you 
must not attempt to cash more win- 
ners than you need. Here, declarer 
has one trump winner in the bank 
and can score six more with niffs. 
Therefore, only six side-suit win- 
ners are needed to make the grand 
slam. 

Declarer cashed the ace-tang of 
spades, discarding a diamond, fol- 
lowed by die ace-king of dubs and 
act of diamonds. Two spades and a 
diamond were ruffed in dummy and 
three clubs in hand— making seven 
hearts. Note that, had declarer tried 
to cash three diamonds. East would 
have ruffed to set a laydown 
contract. 


Mutt*n’Jeff 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST TOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 8, ****- 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll IVghter Fotindatlon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Others may be *> preoccupied with 
their own worries and desires at 
present that they won't be focused 
on what you want them 10 under- 
stand and approve. Don't posh for 
an answer right away. 

annafc (March 21 to April 19) 

You approach a time when some 
; r t. rt^ring trip! mririmt v come up 
with exciting friends- Big arrange- 
ments for the future can be deSded 
by family. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
good friend is now ready to intro- 
duce you to newcomers who can 
turn oat to be congenial oompan- 
ions. Take your family to a special 


of your family me mb e r s. Practical 
presents will now please your 


tima ; (September 23 to October 
22) Be sure you haven’t forgotten 
something vital in starting off Oa 
any trip with mate- Consult wi th an 
00, how to increase joor 

work stalls. 

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Use your present social 
popularity to contact and be with 
many friends. You know tbe right 
thing to say and do to please your 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
fyrfhnt time to consult with 
craftsm en about haring everything 
perfect at yonr home. Take your 
wi^te to visit some special friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Going on a short trip with 
friends today roll bring much plea- 
sure. You win be able to increase 
the beauty and charm of yonr 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) A highly-phcwl 

person will give yon willingly the 
benefit of their support. You need 
to rrp dctailes of a trip you 
arc fairing with male. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
i fmuai y 20) A different attitude 
towards yonr mate brings mote 
Xt is time to pat th at 
new business project into 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Put in 
motion a long-thought-out plan to 
better handle your finances. Fol- 
low instincts about the best way to 
do year business activities. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take tune out to do what will 
please and give confidence to any 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take dips to visit with your 
friends the most influential person 
you know. A day for org anbanmg 
rfiw for romance with your mate. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can now plan a long trip 
that you want to take, with your 
mate. This is tbe time to seize 
op port u nities that are at your Sng- 

. E _ 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I joined the company fitness 
program, f bend over 1 00 times a 
day and kiss the boss's feet.” 



Unscramble those tour Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CEHOP 



■ 


<•> 


9 


^ iu i 

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME . 
4 Henri AmQl0_pnd Bob Lge „ 

Don’t you think you’ve 
had enough? 

/ 


FRATE 



mm 


STANEF 


c 




m 



ii -a 


ALCIME 

■ 

m 






SELF-INPULSENT 
GUY NEVER 
POES THIS- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— tmiimu 


Yes te r da y's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SAUTE DRYLY CUPFUL PLURAL 

Answer What they call a lot of crumb s held together 
by their own doutfi— THE UPPER CRUST 


THE Daily Crossword byWBtan 


ACROSS 
1 Sting 

5 Wife of Zeus 
9 Proverb 

14 Finished 

15 Deeply m oved 

16 Captive 

17 Waiter — 
Maze 

18 Willful 

2D Displaying 
t oc athennia 

22 Stfic doth 

23 Like eUches 

24 Sedan 

25 Amen 

29 Noisy dance 
33 Sincere 

3 7 Hawkeye 
Slate 

38 Eight: Sp. 

39 Aquarium fish 

41 Efficiently 

42 Roughen 

43 Free 

46 Honshu port 
46 Dempsey's 



m 

a 

a 

m 

a 

a 

R 

R 

R 

R 

a 

■ 

■ 

R 

R 

■ 

a 

■ 

R 

R 

R 

R 


47 Outperform 

48 StaHone rote 
53 Classify 

57 Embroiled 
60 Struck dumb 

62 P0«t Millay 

63 8usy (ending 
spot 

64 Unite in a way 

65 Covering 

66 Urban vehicle 

67 Another busy 
landing spot 

68 Soviet press 
igency 

DOWN 

1 Concluding 

2 Ward off 

3 Author 
Lagartof 

4 Follow 

5 Sound of 
laughter 

6 Jug 

. 7 20 quires 
6 Tot up 
9 Mummer 



10 Rats! 

11 Excited 

12 Tierney 

13 Selvage 
19 Cetnght 

21 Home for an 
eyas 

24 Grayish-yellow 

26 Frequently 

27 Strengthen 

28 John 

29 So long! 

30 Timber wolf 

31 Temple team 

32 Motown's 
Marvin 

33 Pawn 

34 Resound 
31 Captain of 

"Pequod” 

36 L&nyard 
40 Ruated 
44 Harp'S kin 

46 Carry 

47 Shaped 
precisely 

49 Skfflfu! 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnTin nnnnnn 

nnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnn nnnnn 

nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnn 
nnnnnn rannnnnian 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn n nnnn nnnnn 


50 Jason's wife 

51 Czech patriot 

52 Gems 

53 Speck 

54 London 
district 

56 Photo 


56 Fairy tale 
villain 

57 Dyeing vat 

58 Dickens 
girl 

59 Whirlpool 
61 Pair 
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U.S. said likely to offer Soviets export credits soon 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
lawmakers and grain trade offi- 
cials said on Thursday President 
George Bush wfll probably ex- 
tend at least a billion dollars in 
export credits soon to the cash- 
strapped Soviet Union for im- 
ports of American grain. 

They said they expect a favour- 
able decision between now and 
next week because of relentless 
pressure from the powerful 
American farm lobby and new- 
found support from Jewish 
groups. 

Officially, the White House has 
□ot given any indication on 
whether it will grant the export 
credits, but Republican Senator 
Bob Dole said: “It looks very 
promising.’' 

“I have taken the credit case 
directly to the president and I am 
encouraged by the feedback I am 
getting — it’s definitely on 
track,” said Dole, the Senate's 
minority leader. 


If the credits are granted, they 
would be worth slightly mart 
than $1 billion, a senior Agricul- 
ture Department official ««d thi* 
week at a congressional hearing. 

Paul Dickerson, the Agricul- 
ture Department's sales manager, 
said be expected die credits to 
equal the amount received by 
Mexico, the biggest recipient of 
U.S. farm credit at about. S1.25 
bOlioo annually. 

Bush is expected to decide on 
the matter after his return from a 
Latin American tour this 
weekend. Lawmakers and the 
farm trade expect a favourable 
Bush decision on credit to be 
ready in time for a s u m mit be- 
tween U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and his Soviet coun- 
terpart Eduard Shevardnadze in 
Houston, Texas, Dec. 10-11. 


on the 

has increased ever since Bush 
hinted last week be may drop his 


kmgttanifing demand that Mos- 
cow allow freer Soviet Jewish 
emigration. 

He had held previously that 
provisions in the trade act of 1974 
prevented him from extending 
economic concessions to Moscow 
unless it liberalised emigration 
laws. 

Some analysts expea Bush to 
waive the provisions of the law 
for at least a year, during which 
time, Moscow’s record on 
emigration would be closely 
watched. 

Bush, smarting from charges 
by American farmers that he had 
imposed a de facto grain embargo 
against Moscow by not giving 
credits, ordered his top advisers 
to review the issue. 

The Soviet Union is in dire 
need of hard currency to buy 
grain and food items to beat acute 
shortages ravaging ones as a re- 
sult of the crumbling distribution 


system and has demanded U.S. 
credits to be able to import 
American grain of which it has 
been a big buyer. 

Some European countries, 
Candada, Australia and Japan 
have responded by giving 
maltimillion-dollar financial 


American Jewish groups, who 
maintain a strong political lobby, 
bad opposed economic conces- 
sions to Moscow because of con- 
cern over Soviet Jewish emigra- 
tion. 

Members of the National Con- 
ference on Soviet Jewry meeting 
this week recommended to the 
Bush administration that the res- 
trictions be waived. 

The recommendation was 
made because of the emergency 
Soviet situation and because of a 
record number of emigrants, said 
Abraham Foxman. national 
director of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'uai B’rith. 


Anti-mafia bank could open can of worms 


By Stephen Addison 

Rearer 

ROME — A plan to curb 
mafia influence by lifting the 
veil of secrecy from ordinary 
Italians’ bank accounts has 
threatened to expose a far 
more dangerous enemy of the 
state — the tax dodger. 

But far from handing the 
government a big revenue 
bonanza, any such move may 
only cause grave damage to the 
banking sector, some analysts 
are starting to believe. 

They fear the millions of 
self-employed Italians thought 
to evade taxes may take fright 
and simply remove their 
money fr o m the banks rather 
than risk being exposed by tax 
authorities. 

In a country where people 
save more than anywhere else 
except Japan, it could also 
harm efforts to contain a large 
and chronic budget deficit. 

“There's probably some 


truth in it,” said economist 
Paokv-FIIippo Larders of Lon- 
don brokers Phillips and drew. 
“People might well start taking 
tbeir money abroad.” 

The plan to allow foe gov- 
ernment to examine bank 
accounts without a warrant was 
proposed last month by the 
powerful employers’ organisa- 
tion, Confindustria, a previous 
opponent of the idea. 

“The situation is now grave 
enough to merit more automa- 
tic verification of bank 
acco u nts,” said Confindnstria 
President Sergio Pininfarina, 
referring to a big upsurge in 
mafia activity tins year. “This 
could also help in the battle 
against tax evasion.” 

The proposal, aimed at stop- 
ping criminals laundering 
stolen money by passing it 
through die banking system 
into legitimate investments, 
has been welcomed by Finance 
Minister Rino Formica and is 
now being considered by the 


government. 

All cash payments over 20 
million lire ($18,000) already 
have to be recorded in Italy, 
and European Community 
(EC) economic and finance 
ministers are currently trying 
to agree on a community-wide 
accord on money laundering. 

But giving tax inspectors the 
right to delve into individual 
accounts would be a much big- 
ger step. 

“Italians are not used to a 
tax man wbo can check their 
portfolios said the Milan dai- 
ly; Corriere Della Sera. ”If it 
happens, they might even de- 
cide to put their money in 
foreign banks. It's a very deli- 
cate question.” 

The thrifty Italians save over 

14 per cent of what they earn, 
just below the Japanese rate of 

15 per cent but three times as 
much as the Americans, 
according to figures from the 
Organisation of Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 


ment. 

Most of it goes into buying 
short-term treasury bonds buz 
over a third is held in ordinary 
banks. 

How much of that is owed to 
the taxman is anybody’s guess 
but analysts agree tax' dodging 
in Italy is practised in truly 
grand proportions. 

“If the authorities got wha: 
they were entitled to get in 
taxes, they could wipe out the 
budget deficit in a year,” said 
one diplomat. 

Some analysts, wbo cite a 
traditional Italian distrust of 
the state and a growing public 
feeling that taxes are being 
wasted on grandiose building 
projects in the depressed 
south, estimate that a: least 
half the self-employed either 
dodge taxes or pay only a 
fraction of what they owe. 

Whatever the sums at stake, 
they are bound to be much 
larger than those being laun- 
dered by the mafia. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed higher on hopes for a peaceful solution 


Tbe Nfldre reiosed up 96 9339 p dinis.Qi: 4£fepc*€BnU&23£22.49.: 

SYDNEY — Shares ended the week on a high note, boosted by a 
surge on the Tokyo market. The All Ordinaries Index dosed 123 
points firmer at 1335.6. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng dosed 36.90 points up at 
3,163.69 in a second straight day of strong gains sparked by steps 
towards a peaceful solution to the Gulf crisis. 

SINGAPORE — Institutional and individual investors made a 
strong comeback to push tbe Straits Times Index up 44.89 points, 
or 3.84 per cent, to dose at 1,197.85. 

FRANKFURT — Heightened hopes of peace in the Golf and 
continued optimism over lasr weekend’s reelection of Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl gave shares another life. The Dax Index rose 8.17 to 
1,512-84, its fifth gain in tbe last six sessions. 

ZURICH — Prices finished easier in moderate trading but off 
earlier lows as buyers returned to pick up shares cheaply. The 
All-Share SPI index fell 13 to 937.8. 

PARIS — The market began modestly higher, extending Thurs- 
day's gain, after the opening was delayed by technical problems. 

LONDON — Shares held steady as U.S. blue chips recovered 
from early losses. At 1515 GMT the FTSE Index was up 83 at 
2.185.7. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips erased early losses and moved 
tentatively higher morning trading, bolstered by hopes of a 
further easing by the Federal Reserve. The Dow was up about 
three at 2.606. 
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U.S. dollar 
Pound Sicrfmg 


Swbs franc 


Boy 

Sc* 

French franc 

130-5 

131.3 

661.0 

665 0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

493.2 

4963 

1274.9 

441.7 

517.2 

12SL5 

444.4 

5203 

Dutch gu ilder 
Swedish crown 

301.7 

117.6 

394.] 

1183 

Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

58.7 

212-5 

59.1 

213.8 
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Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 






UP THE MILITARY 


Show; 3:30. 


6-30, 830 pa. 


Sylvester Stallone 

lock up 


3:30, 6:15, &30, 1030 p-i 



Cinema Tel: 677420 X /Cinema Tel: 634144 

CONCORD X / PHILADELPHIA 


ROOF TOPS 


Show: 13:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 



Cinema 

MUOU M 

Kernel AlShlnnawl, 

Ilham Shahln, Farouq A! 

Flshawi 

APPOINTMENT 
WITH 
■RESI1 

Show: 1230/3:30, '6:30, 8:30. 1030 

Ftiday A Sunday ca&n «how at IMP 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


L * 


Nadia Al Jundl & Farouq 

Al Flshawi 
In 

DEATH SQUAD 






Arabic 

SW1Z30. 3:15. 5:15, 7:15. 9:45 p.m." 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

1.9420/30 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1624/34 

Canadian dollar 


1.4840/47 

Deutscbemarks 


1.6728/38 

Dutch guilders 


1.2657/64 

Swiss francs 


30.72/77 

Belgian francs 


5.0320/70 

French francs 1 


1118/1119 

Italian lire 


131.65/75 

Japanese yen 


5.5875/925 

Swedish crowns 


5.8180/230 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7090/140 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

370.85/371.35 

U.S. dollars 


Colombia j jGATT talks suspended 


seeks 

higher 

coffee 

prices 


LONDON (Rj — Colombia, 
| the world's second largest cof- 
fee producer, is calling for a 
new Internationa! Coffee 
Organisation (ICO) pact to 
boost prices by curbing the 
flood of exports hitting the 
marker. 

Delegates said Colombia 
raised the question of a return 
to a coffee agreement with 
economic clauses "unex- 
pectedly early but effectively” 
on the first day of an ICO 
executive board meeting 
Thursday. 

"During a discussion of 
documents dealing with the 
current market situation pre- 
sented by tbe ICO secretariat. 
Colombia said tha: we should 
seek negotiation of an econo- 
mic agreement in order to have 
a regulation of the market.” 
Rene Montes, chairman of the 
executive board, told Reuters. 

“Tbe Colombian position 
was that the market situation 
was currently deplorable, 
prices were too low, and that 
the amount of coffee exported 
was beyond the market real- 
ity,” he said. 

The current coffee agree- 
ment is purely an administra- 
tive pact following the collapse 
of export quotas in July 1989. 
This was because members 
could not agree on how to 
share tbe market among pro- 
ducers. 

Figures presented to ‘-he ex- 
ecutive board Thursday 
showed that expert revenues 
totalled S6.5 billicr. in the year 
ending September compared 
with S9 billion in the corres- 
ponding period in 1988.89 and 
$13 billion in more favourable 
times, delegates said. 

Montes stressed that Thurs- 
day's talks did not mean nego- 
tiations towards a pact with 
economic clauses had begun. 
"During consultations, we 
xccan only find the basis for 
negotiation,” be said. 

At a full ICO council meet- 
ing in September, the 50 ex- 
porting and 22 importing mem- 
bers agreed to a proposal by 
the world's largest coffee pro- 
ducer. Brazil, that the adminis- 
trative pact be extended for 
one year until September 1992. 
This was desoite for a 

V 

more committed approach 
from Colombia and from Afri- 
can producers. 

Colombia also asked Brazil 
to reconsider its position to- 
wards a new agreement, they 
said. 

Brazil proposed the pact ex- 
tension in order to allow more 
tune for consultations at home. 

“We too are alarmed by the 
very serious deterioration in 
export revenues. I recognise 
that this was a genuine call for 
Brazil to negotiate, but our 
stance has not changed," Bra- 
zil’s London-based minister- 
counsellor Valdemar Cameiro 
Leao said. 


BRUSSELS (R) — Tbe troubled 
GATT trade talks were sus- 
pended Friday when a trans-Atlan- 
tic row over farm subsidies para- 
lysed a four-year attempt to lift 
barriers on a trillion dollars of 
commerce. 

A week-long ministerial ses- 
sion of the Genera] Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GAAT), 
which was supposed to approve 
the most ambitious free trade 
pact ever, was deadlocked by tbe 
subsidy row pitting the European 
Community against the United 


I I 


■ 
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Anxious to quell fears that the 
breakdown might herald a new 

era of protectionism such as that 
which accompanied the 1930s 
world slump, delegates agreed to 
meet again early next year to try 
to conclude the Uruguay round of 
trade liberalisation. 

“Tbe Brussels meeting is dead, 
but long live tbe Uruguay 
round,” said Neal Blewett, trade 
minister of Australia, one of 
several farming nations bitterly 
disappointed at. tbe breakdown. 

The adjournment brought to a 
halt work by the Geneva-based 
trade watchdog to free trade in 15 
sectors from patents to banking. 
Framework accords on these sec- 
tors had been laboriously etched 
since the round was launched in 
Uruguay in 1986. 


Delegates hastened to limit any 
damage that the work of GATT, 
a visible advertisement for free 
trade, might suffer at the very 
moment when the West is cham- 
pioning free enterprise as tbe key 
to change from Moscow to Man- 
agua. 

They pointed out that tbe talks 
had been suspended, not aban- 
doned, although most used the 
words "breakdown*’ or "col- 
lapse” to describe tbe end of the 
Brussels session. 

“I am disappointed, very, very 
disappointed,” said Carla Hills, 
U.S. trade representative. 

She said negotiations would 
not resume unless conditions 
were right and said that would 
depend upon the EC’s taking a 
softer line on farm trade. 

“I hope these conditions will 
become apparent soon. There is 
no guarantee they will,” she told 
a news conference. 

The gulf between the EC and 
tbe United States appeared vast, 
delegates said, and it remained to 
be seen whether the two trading 
giants could move closer in the 
weeks before experts resume 
their work in Geneva early next 
year. 

Washington, anxious to prise 
open markets in many sectors by 
offering concessions in agricul- 
ture, agreed to cut internal farm 


supports by 75 per cent and export 
subsidies by 9G per cent. 

Other farming nations fell be- 
hind tbe U.S. stance, sensing 
that, if approved, it would put 
them on better footing to com- 
pete against tbe EC in everything 
from grains to meal. 

But Brussels, anxious to pro- 
tect its common agricultural poli- 
cy and tbe 10 million fanners it 
shelters, offered only to cut inter- 
nal support by 30 per cent. 

It said agriculture could not be 
treated alone and had to be 
negotiated as part of the overall 
pakage. But the rest of the 107 
participating nations said that 
without progress on farming, no- 
thing else could be negotiated. 

The U.S. sneered at the EC 
position. "This is a mouse of the 
lowest common denominator,” 
said one American negotiator. 

EC negotiators accused 
Washington of inflexibility. “We 
are prepared to discuss and 
negotiate and continue with any 
dialogue with any parties today, 
tomorrow, to the end of the 
weekend,” said EC farm commis- 
sioner Ray MacS harry. 

But Washington said it was the 
EC that would not shift. "It's not 
tbe U.S. which has to move, it is 
the European Community,” said 
U.S. deputy trade representative 
Julius Katz. 


U.S. unemployment rate rises 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. unemployment rate rose to 
5.9 per cent in November from 
5.7 per cent in October, the 
Labour Department said Friday. 

Tbe number of new jobs out- 
side of agriculture fell by a steep 
267,000, the department said. 

The unemployment raze was as 
expected by financial analysts but 
tbe sharp decline in tbe number 
of new jobs was much larger than 
forecast and added to worries 
that the economy is dose to 
recession. Economists had ex- 
pected non-farm payroll jobs to 
fall by only about 75.000. 

The department also sharply 
raised its estimate for the number 
of jobs lost in October, saying 
payrolls outside forming were cut 
by 178,000 instead of the 68,000 it 
previously estimated. 

The financial markets reacted 
quickly to the signs of a further 
weakening in the economy, send- 
ing tbe dollar down against other 
currencies. Treasury bonds rose, 
with traders betting the figures 
would help prompt the federal 
reserve board to push interest 
rates lower. 

The unemployment raze has 
been rising steadily since June, 
when it was 5.2 per cent. 


Tbe jobless report gave tbe 
first comprehensive look at tbe 
economy in November and 
whether the downturn that began 
in early October continued. 

Most ec o nom i sts believe tbe 
United States is beaded for a 
recession if it is not already in 
one, and Bush administration 
officials say a contraction during 
tbe final three months is likely. 
But officials also say it is too early 
to declare a recession. A reces- 
sion is usually defined as two 
quarters of declining economic 
activity. 

White House Economic Advis- 
er Michael Boskin said this week 
he thought the gross national 
product report for tbe fourth 
quarter would show a decline, but 
predicted tbe economy- would 
jrick up a gam in tbe second half of 
1991. GNP in third quarter rose 
1.7 per cent, compared with a 0.4 
per cent increase in i£e : second 
quarter. 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greens pa n told Congress 
earlier this month that the eco- 
nomy is in a "meaningful down- 
turn” that began in early Octo- 
ber, but he fell short of calling it a 
recession. 


The central bank this week 
decided to eliminate reserve re- 
quirements for some bank de- 
posits, a move designed to en- 
courage more bank lending to 
ease a credit crunch. 

Southwest Bank of St. Louis, a 
regional bank that is often a 
bellwether on interest rate 
moves, cut its prime lending rate 
to 9.75 per cent from 10 per cent 
after Friday's news. 

If other banks follow South- 
west’s lead, it will be- the first 
change in tbe benchmark rate 
since Jan. 8. Southwest often sets 
the trend for changes in the prime 
rate, a benchmark for many coo- 


Economists have been expect- 
ing banks to lower their prime, 
noting that rates in the money 
markets have been falling in re- 
cent months as die federal re- 
serve tries to gwnnlate an eco- 
nomy many now believe has fal- 
len into a recession. 

The dollar fell on the unem- 
ployment news, sliding to 1.4790 
German marks, down from 
1.4845 marks just before tbe fi- 
gures were released. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 



HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON 

C^cu/e ded (^culeaux 

The talk of Amman, because it is unique in that it offers a large 
assortment of gifts at reasonable prices, attractive wrapping. 

Before buying, please visit us to see what we can offer. 

ir Gifts it Souvenirs it Porcelain it Crystal jJ- Silverware it Natural and 
Artificial Flowers with unique arrangements it Chocolates it A large 
assortment of toys it Balloons containing gifts. 

In addition to tha above, we have a unique and large asso r tmen t of 
X-mas decorations, ordinary and coloured X-mas tree /fgftb 
(guaranteed), X-ma* and New Year cards and candles. 

YOU AtUS WELCOME 
Santa Claus «vil I be awa itin g you 

Sweifleh , All Naaouh Al Taher Street, near the old Housing 

Bank premises, tel: 829684 


X 


COMMODORE 64 

With disk drive, data set, Jay stick. For sale JD 
160. 

Call 664398 


PIANO WANTED 


TEL: 647744 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 


Amm an Transport and Municipal Development Project 

(Loan No. 2334 - Jo) 

Tbe Municipality of Greater Amman intends to apply part of the 
proceeds of the atvove loan to road maintenance equipment. 
Tender documents will De available as of Saturday Dec 8 1990 
for a norwefundable fee cf JD 180. one hundred and eiahtv 
Jordanian dinars from: 

Municipality of Greater Amman 
Tenders Department 
P.O. Box 132 
Am man -Jor da n 

Telex: 21969 AMCJTY JO 

Fax: 9626649420 

Closing dale far accepting the bids is 10:00 a.m. Monday Jan. 
21, 1991 at same address mentioned above. 

A certified check or a bank guarantee as a bid bond is a must for 
accepting the bids amounting io (5%) ol the total bid value. 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 


Chevrolet Caprice LS model 1990, white, original leather seats, 
full options. 3,000 kilometres. 

For Information pis. call tal. 698934 



HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON 


for Flowers and Gifts 


A unique and well-known name in the world of gifts. 
We offer the most beautiful assortment of gifts, including: 

it Souvenirs it Silverware ir Chocolates ir Chil- 
dren's toys ir Balloons containing gifts it unique 
and excellent assortment of X-mas decorations, 
ordinary and coloured X-mas decoration lights 
(guaranteed), X-mas and New Year cards and 

candles. 


YOU AJU WELCOME 

Wadi Saqra Street, under the Chinese Mandarine 

Restaurant tel: 677080 
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